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Care  Guide  Author 

Bet  Key  Wong 

Sampan  Interview 

Bet  Key  Wong  tells  a  story  to  explain 
why  she  thinks  it’s  important  for  Asian 
Americans  to  be  prepared  to  help  their 
aging  parents  with  their  health 
problems,  especially  in  a  world  where 
the  young  often  live  at  a  distance  from 
their  parents  and  where  traditional 
parents  still  expect  children  to  be  deeply 
involved  with  their  care. 

Wong,  the  author  of  "Caring  for  Our 
Asian  Elderly:  A  Practical  Guide  for 
Asian-American  Caregivers,"  explains 
that  her  mother-in-law  lives  in  Pit¬ 
tsburgh  and  is  seeing  a  doctor  for  a 
medical  condition.  Because  Wong  lives 
outside  of  Boston  and  can’t  be  there  to 
help  her  through  the  medical  process, 
she  must  do  what  she  can  to  help  by 
phone.  Her  mother-in-law,  who  speaks 
limited  English,  has  difficulty  com¬ 
municating  with  the  doctor.  As  a  result 
she  can’t  always  understand  her  own 
medical  condition  or  the  medication 
prescribed  for  her. 

To  help  clarify  her  confusion  about 
the  medical  system,  she  calls  up  her 
daughter-in-law  in  Massachusetts. 
Wong  then  calls  up  the  doctor  to  discuss 
her  mother-in-law’s  medical  problem 
and  medication,  then  calls  back  her 
mother-in-law  to  relay  the  information. 
A  trained  chemist  and  a  saleswoman  for 
Johnson  &  Johnson,  Wong  regularly 
comes  face  to  face  with  the  medical  in¬ 
dustry. 

Wong  believes  that  many  younger 
Asian  Americans  who  grew  up  in  the 
United  States  are  now  caring  for  their 
aging  parents  who  grew  up  in  Hong 
Kong  or  China.  Within  the  family  itself 
there  are  different  cultures  at  play,  dif¬ 
ferent  languages,  and  often  different  ap¬ 
proaches  to  medicine  itself,  she  says. 
While  the  parents  may  hold  traditional 
Chinese  beliefs  about  the  duty  of 
children  to  parents  and  prefer  Chinese 
to  Western  medicine,  the  children  work 
with  a  largely  American  frame  of  mind. 
Combine  this  with  the  fast  pace  of  con¬ 
temporary  life  in  which  both  parents  are 
working  and  bringing  up  children  and 
you  may  have  a  recipe  for  stress  and 
guilt. 

A  large  part  of  the  problem  may  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  children  have 
moved  out  of  the  city  and  into  the  sub¬ 
urbs,  while  parents  remain  in 
Chinatown.  And  unlike  traditional 
Chinese  families  where  elderly  parents 
live  with  their  son’s  family,  young 
Chinese  Americans  -  like  other 
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Health  Care  Providers  Criticize 


NEMC-Commimity  Relationship 

Providers  Oppose  ‘Community  Hospital ’ 


A  recent  study  arranged  by  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  sug¬ 
gests  that  providers  of  health  care  in  the 
Asian  community  do  not  believe  that 
the  creation  of  a  "community  hospital" 
unit  by  the  New  England  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  is  the  best  way  to  improve  the 
hospital’s  service  to  the  community. 

"For  all  (community  health 
providers),  the  priority  is  for  a  strong 
collaborative  relationship  to  improve 
the  continuity  and  quality  of  care  for 
their  patients,"  the  study  states.  "Most 
feel  strongly  that  a  separate  hospital 
unit  is  inappropriate  and  suggest  the 
building  of  communication  links,  the 
development  of  working  relationships 
with  hospital  staff,  and  sensitivity  on  the 
part  of  hospital  staff." 

Undertaken  by  the  PEACH  Cor¬ 
poration  under  contract  with  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council,  the 
study  -  prepared  by  PEACH  director 
Stephanie  Fan  -  was  meant  to  verify  the 
need  and  desire  for  a  community  hospi¬ 
tal,  which  is  a  benefit  associated  with 
community  approval  of  the  NEMC’s 
1989  master  plan  and  new  1-C  project 
currently  under  construction  on 
Washington  Street  in  Chinatown. 

In  preparing  the  study  Fan  inter¬ 
viewed  12  people  who  provide  health- 
related  services  in  the  community, 
including  doctors,  organization  direc¬ 
tors,  and  social  workers.  The  community 
hospital  proposed  by  NEMC  would 
have  at  least  23  beds  and  would  be  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Pratt 
Building.  The  community  hospital 


would  make  it  possible  for  doctors 
working  with  patients  from  the  Asian 
community  and  other  city  communities 
to  have  their  patients  admitted  to  the 
NEMC  unit  even  if  they  did  not  have 
formal  hospital  admitting 
privileges.The  report  shows  community 
health  providers  to  be  generally  critical 
of  the  current  relationship  between  the 
hospital  and  the  Asian  community,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  NEMC  has  much  room 
to  improve  its  service  and  sensitivity  to 
the  community. 


At  the  same  time,  most  Asian  com¬ 
munity  physicians  interviewed  say  that 
gaining  hospital  admitting  privileges  - 
though  important  at  an  earlier  time  -  is 
no  longer  a  priority,  largely  because  they 
have  since  made  other  arrangements  to 
serve  their  patients  and  because  the 
hospital  lacks  adequate  support  staff  for 
Asian  patients.  Some,  however,  still 
want  the  option  to  apply  for  such 
privileges. 

"‘The  existing  system  at  NEMC  is  so 
continued  on  page  2 


View  of  NEMC’s  growing  medical  complex  from  the  statue  of  Confucius  at  90  Tyler  St. 


Family  Gatherings  and  Church  Mark 
Christmas  in  Chinese  Community 


James  Di  remembers  Christmas  eve 
as  a  youth  in  Chongqing  China.  It  was 
before  the  Communist  Party  came  to 
power  in  1949.  A  member  of  a  Christian 
family,  Di  recalls  going  from  house  to 
house  on  Christmas  eve  to  sing 
Christmas  carols  in  the  homes  of  church 
members.  "The  hostess  very  warmly  in¬ 
vited  us  in  and  gave  us  a  gift,"  says  Di,  an 
English  teacher  at  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  in  Chinatown.  "That 
was  a  really  fantastic  event." 

But  after  the  1949  Communist 
Revolution  during  the  1960’s  Cultural 
Revolution,  the  practice  of  religion  was 
no  longer  allowed.  Chinese  were  proh- 
bitied  from  going  to  church  and  gone 
were  the  eventful  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tions  of  his  youth. 

So  when  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1985,  one  of  their  first  concerns 
was  to  find  a  church.  For  him  and  for 
many  other  Chinese  who  have  im¬ 
migrated  from  Asia,  Christmas  is  a 
holiday  in  which  the  spiritual  takes 
precedence  over  the  commercial.  "The 
most  interesting  thing  for  us  is  to  sing 
[Handel’s]  Messiah,"  says  Di,  who  has 
found  a  church  in  Lexington  where  it  is 
sung.  "Every  year  we  go  to  Lexington, 
even  if  it  snows  very  hard,"  he  adds. 

It’s  the  spiritual  side  of  the  holiday 
that  also  takes  precedence  for  Annie 


Chin  and  Tom  Louie.  "Both  Tom  and  I 
are  Christians,  so  we  do  celebrate  and 
we  do  go  to  church,"  says  Chin,  opera¬ 
tions  director  of  the  Education  Center 
at  the  Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion.  She  says  that  Christmas  is  also  a 
time  to  show  concern  for  others.  In  the 
past  her  Catholic  youth  group  used  to  go 
to  soup  kitchens  and  other  places  to 
assist  the  needy,  though  she  finds  young 
people  today  somewhat  reluctant  to 
take  part  in  such  activities. 

"It  was  much  more  giving  and  service 
oriented,"  she  says.  The  young  people  in 
her  Catholic  youth  group  now  aren’t  too 
enthusiastic  about  the  prospect  of  visit¬ 
ing  a  homeless  shelter.  "‘Oh,  it’s  too 
dirty’"  is  the  way  some  react,  she  says, 
adding  that  youths  appear  to  be  thinking 
primarily  about  grades,  money,  and 
what  their  peers  think  of  them.  She  says 
she  knows  of  ninth  graders  who  are  al¬ 
ready  thinking  about  getting  a  good  job. 
The  values  of  the  larger  society,  which 
doesn’t  place  a  premium  on  helping 
others,  is  penetrating  family  life  in  many 
ways  now,  she  suggests. 

But  while  there  is  a  strong  spiritual 
aspect  to  the  celebration  of  Christmas 


for  many  in  the  Asian  community,  the 
holiday  is  also  celebrated  in  a  more 
secular  fashion  by  others.  Chin,  who  is 
originally  from  Hong  Kong,  says  that 
her  mother’s  family  celebrates 
Christmas  in  what  she  calls  "Chinese 
style,"  which  is  "the  same  way  we 
celebrate  Thanksgiving."  It’s  an  oc¬ 
casion  for  the  family  to  gather  together 
to  have  a  big  dinner.  At  Christmas  it  also 
involves  the  exchange  of  gifts. 

It’s  also  the  way  many  recent  im¬ 
migrants  from  China  -  who  knew  little 
or  nothing  about  American  holidays 
before  they  came  here  -  celebrate 
Christmas  and  Thanksgiving.  While  the 
older  people  may  be  more  reluctant  to 
celebrate  the  holiday  other  than  to  have 
a  family  dinner  because  they  have  the 
day  off  from  work,  their  children  are 
often  more  enthusiastic  because  they 
quickly  learn  the  significance  of  the 
holiday  at  school,  especially  Santa  Claus 
and  gift  giving.  But  even  in  China 
Christmas  is  better  understood  than  it 
was  in  the  past  and  is  actually  celebrated 
by  some  young  people  by  exchanging 
Christmas  cards  and  having  parties. 

continued  on  page  3 
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rigid  that  one  can’t  get  admitting 
privileges  no  matter  how  qualified,”1 
says  one  physician  in  the  report."‘Most  of 
us  who  were  practicing  in  the  Asian 
community  15  or  so  years  ago  made  do 
by  working  around  this  reality.  We 
maintained  our  inpatient  skills  by  prac¬ 
ticing  part  time  elsewhere,  usually  with 
non-Asian  patients.” 

The  study  notes  that  only  one  com¬ 
munity  physician  has  admitting 
privileges  now.  Rather  than  admitting 
privileges,  some  "providers  want 
referred  patients  to  be  admitted  without 
having  their  judgement  automatically 
challenged,"  the  report  notes.  And  once 
admitted  "they  felt  that  being  able  to 
study  the  patient’s  hospital  records,  to 
access  test  results  and  to  put  notes  in  the 
paticntcharts  would  improve  the  con¬ 
tinuity  and  quality  of  care  for  their 
patients." 

While  the  report  is  largely  critical  of 
the  current  state  of  the  community- 
NEMC  relationship,  it  does  note  that 
NEMC’s  Floating  Hospital  did  receive  a 
better  assessment  from  some  providers. 
"That  the  Floating  Hospital  was  cited 
several  times  for  its  efforts  to  reach  out 
to  the  community  is  an  indication  that 
positive,  productive  relationships  are 
indeed  possible,"  the  report  notes. 

The  study  appears  to  confirm  some 
long-held  community  beliefs  that  the 
hospital  has  not  been  adequately  meet¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  the  nearby  Asian 
population,  despite  the  many  "benefits" 
it  has  offered  it  through  its  expansion 
projects.  As  a  provider  of  inpatient  ser¬ 
vices  to  the  Chinatown  Community, 
"most  gave  the  hospital  failing  marks," 
notes  the  study,  which  also  points  out 
that  most  community  members  prefer 
using  NEMC  because  of  its  proximity  to 
other  family  members.  ’Negative 
responses  focussed  on  the  bureaucracy 
of  the  hospital  and  on  the  hospital’s 
relationship  with  the  Chinatown  com¬ 
munity." 

"The  most  frequently  mentioned 
complaint  was  the  lack  of  communica¬ 
tion,  which  in  turn  led  to  the  charge  of 
an  entrenched  bureaucracy,"  the  report 
notes.  The  providers  noted  that  test 
results  were  not  returned  in  a  timely 
manner,  phone  calls  were  often  not 
returned,  and  community  physicians 
"were  seldom  consulted  on  appropriate 
care  for  the  patient,  either  before  of 
after  treatment." 

The  report  also  suggests  a  lack  of 
patience  on  the  part  of  some  hospital 
staff  in  dealing  with  non-English  speak¬ 
ing  patients.  "Interpreting  is  still  con¬ 
sidered  a  problem  despite  statements  by 
NEMC  that  it  meets  100  percent  of  the 
requests,"  the  study  states.  "Respon¬ 
dents  reported  that  patients  have  been 
told  not  to  bother  going  in  if  they  do  not 
bring  with  them  someone  who  can  inter¬ 
pret.  One  respondent  faulted  front  line 
staff  for  not  caring  to  make  the  effort  to 
accommodate  limited  English  speakers. 
When  they  find  out  that  a  patient  is 
coming  in  without  an  interpreter,  they 
become  resentful,  and  ‘everything  be¬ 
comes  a  struggle,”  notes  one  provider  in 
the  study. 

The  report  further  notes  a  lack  of 
cultural  sensitivity  on  the  part  of  doctors 
and  other  staff.  "Concomitant  with  the 
language  problem  is  the  perception  that 
many  doctors  do  not  make  the  effort  to 
accommodate  the  psychological  and 
emotional  needs  of  Asian  patients." 
Providers  suggested  that  the  hospital 
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hire  more  bilingual  nurses  and  provide 
training  to  staff  on  community  needs 
and  practices.  The  providers  also  ques¬ 
tioned  the  effectiveness  of  the  Asian 
medical  social  worker  position  meant  to 
provide  help  to  hospital  patients  from 
the  South  Cove  Community  Health 
Center. 

Community  providers  had  doubts 
about  the  value  of  the  community  hospi¬ 
tal,  suggesting  that  it  may  lead  to  lower- 
quality  care  and  that  greater  effort 
should  be  made  to  improve  the  care  cur¬ 
rently  given  to  Asian  patients.  "NEMC 
doesn’t  need  a  separate  unit,"  said  one 
provider.  "It  needs  a  vibrant  community 
health  department."  Some  suggested 
that  there  would  not  be  enough  Asian 
patients  to  support  the  unit  and  that 
including  non-Asians  in  the  unit  would 
defeat  its  purpose.  One  provider 
believes  that  the  hospital  wants  to  create 
the  community  hospital  "because  it  is 
unwilling  to  change  its  admitting  struc¬ 
ture." 

The  PEACH  study  recommends  that 
the  Neighborhood  Council  renegotiate 
the  community  hospital  benefit  with 
NEMC  and  suggests  that  the  new 
benefit  should  be  health-care  related 
and  reflect  the  input  of  community 
health  care  providers  and  consumers. 
"PEACH  further  recommends  that  the 
Neighborhood  Council  stress  to  the 
hospital  the  importance  and  need  for 
NEMC  to  work  harder  to  overcome 
some  of  the  anger  and  suspicions  that 
surfaced  among  many  of  the  community 
providers." 

A  NEMC  social  worker  said  the 
hospital  cares  for  an  average  of  30  Asian 
patients  a  day  on  an  inpatient  basis,  95 
percent  of  whom  are  Chinese.  South 
Cove  Community  Health  Center 
physicians  estimate  that  the  health  cen¬ 
ter  has  on  average  three  patients  at 
NEMC  on  an  inpatient  basis  at  any 
given  time.  South  Cove  Manor  "easily" 
refers  10  patients  a  month. 

Dr.  Howard  Spivak,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Community  Health  at  NEMC, 
said  that  he  thought  the  study  had  been 
undertaken  in  a  "fair  and  objective  way" 
and  noted  that  not  everything  in  the 
report  was  negative.  Positive  remarks 
were  made  about  the  Floating  Hospital, 
suggesting  that  "change  can  occur,"  he 
said. 

He  added,  however,  that  NEMC 
still  plans  to  go  forward  with  its  com¬ 
munity  hospital  plan,  which  would  serve 
the  needs  of  physicians  working  in  other 
city  communities  in  addition  to 
Chinatown.  He  also  noted  that  several 
providers  in  the  survey  expressed  inter¬ 
est  in  the  community  hospital. 


-by  Robert  O  ’Malley 


Wong 

continued  from  page  1 

Americans  -  sometimes  live  separate 
from  their  parents,  who  nevertheless 
remain  especially  dependent  on  them 
because  of  language  and  cultural 
obstacles.  Sometimes  too,  for  various 
reasons,  parents  and  children  do  not 
want  to  live  with  each  other  but  remain 
quite  involved  in  each  other’s  lives. 

It’s  this  set  of  problems  that  led 
Wong  to  create  her  17-page  guide  for 
caregivers  of  Asian  elderly  in  which  she 
has  tried  to  address  some  of  the 
problems  facing  Asian  families  whose 
parents  live  in  a  different  place  but  need 
help  with  their  health  care. 

"My  parents  live  in  Chinatown,"  says 
Wong.  "That’s  why  it’s  more  difficult  to 
take  care  of  our  parents  because  we 
don’t  live  that  close."  Having  been 
brought  up  with  the  notion  that  children 
must  care  for  parents,  young  Asian 
Americans  living  at  a  distance  leave 
themselves  open  to  inner  conflict,  Wong 
suggests.  "We  feel  guilty  we  cannot  come 
in  and  do  anything,"  she  says.  "They  feel 


guilty  that  they  cannot  be  there."  As  a 
result,  children  spend  a  lot  of  time 
balancing  caring  for  elders  with  other 
obligations. 

The  guide,  says  Wong,  is  meant  to 
help  elders  more  easily  access  the  health 
care  system  and  reduce  the  kind  of  stress 
such  concerns  place  on  the  family.  "A  lot 
of  people  are  not  prepared,"  she  says, 
referring  to  their  elder’s  medical 
problems  and  health  care.  "If  I  can 
generate  some  interest  I  think  I’ve  done 
my  job." 

"Like  traditional  Asians,  my  parents 
expect  their  children  to  care  for  them  in 
their  old  age  as  they  have  done  for  the 
generation  before  them,"  Wong  writes 
in  the  guide’s  introduction.  "As  my 
parents  approached  retirement  age  and 
I  was  about  to  start  my  own  family  I 
realized  that  I  have  a  limited  time  to 
balance  my  family  and  work  commit¬ 
ment. 

"I  hope  this  guide  will  help  you  in 
some  way  to  balance  all  the  commit¬ 
ments  in  your  life  without  feeling  guilty 
or  compromising  quality  health  care  for 
your  loved  ones,"  she  continues. 

The  guide  gives  a  short  summary  of 
important  health  issues  that  must  be  un¬ 
derstood  by  children,  including  the 
various  medical  insurance  plans  and 
their  parents’  plan;  interpreter  services; 
familiarity  with  the  interns  who  often 
care  for  patients  in  hospitals.  "You 
should  get  to  know  them  and  have  them 
call  you  when  they  need  to  clarify  any 
health  problems  or  overcome  any  com¬ 
munication  barriers,"  she  writes. 

She  also  notes  that  Asian  elderly 
often  prefer  to  see  doctors  who  can 
speak  their  language  and  that  children 
should  try  to  locate  these  physicians. 
The  elderly  may  also  be  more  willing  to 
go  to  the  doctor  themselves  if  they  know 
he  can  speak  the  language. 

The  guide  also  points  out  that  many 
elderly  Chinese  prefer  traditional 
Chinese  medicine.  "An  old  Chinese  man 
told  me  that  he  doesn’t  need  drugs  to 
keep  him  alive.  He  just  needs  a  wife  who 
knows  how  to  cook  soups.  This  man 
outlived  his  first  wife  and  then  married 
another  woman  who  was  able  to  cook 
the  same  soups.  Believe  it  or  not,  he  also 
outlived  his  second  wife,"  she  writes  in 
the  guide. 

"I  recommend  that  you  take  time  to 
understand  the  traditional  Asian  ap¬ 
proaches  to  various  illnesses,"  she  con- 
tinues.  "This  would  facilitate 
communication  between  you,  your 
elders,  and  their  Western  physicians 
who  are  trained  in  American  medical 
schools." 

Wong  points  out  that  in  traditional 
Asian  families  many  responsibilities  are 
placed  on  daughters-in-law,  who  are 
"responsible  for  every  need  of  her  in¬ 
laws  and  her  own  family.  This  expecta¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  often  create  stress 
and  conflicts  within  a  family. 

"Asian  women  of  the  90’s  must  recog¬ 
nize  that  they  have  limitations  and  need 
to  address  them,  whether  it’s  against 
their  culture  or  not.  Often,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  relatives  to  live  under  one  roof 
and  other  plans  have  to  be  made." 

Wong  has  plans  for  other  guides  as 
part  of  her  "Our  Family  *  Our  Culture" 
series  of  publications  for  Asian- 
Amcrican  families.  "I  really  want  people 
to  take  precautions,"  she  says. 

Wong  wants  Asian  elderly  to  have  the 
same  access  to  the  American  health  sys¬ 
tem  as  their  non-Asian  counterparts.  "I 
guess  I  essentially  want  them  to  take 
advantage  of  health  care,"  she  says,  ad¬ 
ding  that  non-Asian  elderly  generally 
understand  the  system  better  many 
Asian  elderly  and  haven’t  a  language 
problem  to  prevent  them  from  seeking 
health  care.  "Asians  -  they  accept  help 
from  within  the  family,  they  don’t  go 
outside,"  she  says. 

Wong  also  suggests  that  the  younger 
generation  of  Asian  Americans  should 
make  an  effort  to  preserve  some  tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  remedies  which  she 
believes  will  be  lost  if  the  children  don’t 


learn  them.  "We  should  really  learn  how 
to  make  these  things,"  she  says,  adding 
that  she  and  her  friends  joke  about 
videotaping  their  parents  preparing 
such  medicinal  soups. 

Wong  says  that  a  child’s  relationship 
to  her  parents  is  central  to  the  tradition¬ 
al  Chinese  way  of  life.  She  says  that 
traditionally  Chinese  often  felt  that  if 
they  did  not  treat  their  parents  well  their 
parents  would  come  back  as  ghosts  to 
haunt  them.  She  points  out  that  her 
grandfather  had  lung  cancer  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  smoke  three  packs  of  cigaret¬ 
tes  a  day  "because  he  thought  his  mother 
came  back  to  hurt  his  lungs." 

Given  this  tradition,  Wong  believes 
today’s  younger  generation  of  Asian 
Americans  suffer  from  guilt  because 
they  feel  that  they  may  not  be  as  dedi¬ 
cated  as  earlier  generations.  "I  think  we 
feel  guilty  most  of  the  time,"  she  says.  "I 
think  it’s  expected  for  us  to  follow  the 
same  tradition."  She  points  out  that 
when  "a  lot  of  our  parents  came  [to  the 
US]  they  worked  in  restaurants  and  fac¬ 
tories.  Everything  was  for  the  next 
generation.  My  parents  always 
reminded  us  that  they  worked  very  hard 
for  us."  Wong  believes  that  many 
Chinese  Americans  who  grew  up  here 
deal  with  the  conflict  "by  not  dealing 
with  it... I  think  people  are  dealing  with 
the  conflict  by  just  doing  what  their 
parents  want  them  to  do." 

A  graduate  of  Brown  University  and 
the  University  of  Rochester,  Wong 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Hong 
Kong  when  she  was  1 1  years  old  and 
grew  up  close  to  Chinatown  in  the  South 
End.  She  believes  a  number  of  family 
issues  within  the  Asian  community  have 
gone  largely  undiscussed,  though  she 
doesn’t  claim  to  have  the  last  word  on 
the  matter. "This  is  just  the  beginning," 
she  says.  "I  don’t  want  it  to  be  the  solu¬ 
tion." 

Many  cultural  differences  exist  even 
within  families,  she  suggests,  with  young 
and  old  leading  quite  different  lives. 
While  their  elders  spend  their  time  play¬ 
ing  mah  jong  and  eating  and  shopping  in 
Chinatown,  the  younger  people  are 
taking  vacations,  driving  everywhere  in 
cars,  speaking  English  and  finding  their 
place  outside  of  Chinatown.  "Our  cul¬ 
ture  is  different  from  our  parents;"  she 
says. 

Wong  says  she  is  also  interested  in 
writing  about  family  literacy  issues  and 
feels  that  even  elderly  people  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  learn  English. 
Another  topic  she’d  like  to  discuss  con¬ 
cerns  non-English  speaking 
grandparents  who  arc  going  to  be  bring¬ 
ing  up  grandchildren  who  can’t  speak 
Chinese.  -By  Robert  O  ’Malley 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  Dec. 
31, 1993  for  the  Jan.  7, 1993  edi¬ 
tion. 
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INSIDE  CHINATOWN 


Two  Views  of  the  Council  Election 


As  in  the  Chinatown/South 
Cove  Neighborhood  Council 
election  of  1988,  some  members 
of  the  Chinatown  community 
have  charged  that  voting  ir¬ 
regularities  occurred  in  the 
Council’s  Nov.  28  election. 
Other  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  however,  are  calling  the 
charges  largely  a  case  of  "sour 
grapes"  by  the  group  that  lost  in 
the  election. 

In  a  letter  to  Ann  McGuire, 
director  of  the  Mayor’sOffice  for 
Neighborhood  Services,  Adam 
Chu,  David  Moy,  and  Chi  Chi 
Wu,  three  members  of  a  group 
calling  itself  The  Chinatown 
Community  Rights  Coalition, 
expressed  concern  about  ir¬ 
regularities  in  the  election  and 
asked  that  the  next  election  be 
completely  run  by  the  city.  The 
three  people  who  wrote  the  let¬ 
ter  were  unsuccessful  candidates 
in  the  election.  They  said,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  do  not  "currently 
intend  to  file  a  challenge  with 
your  office  as  to  the  final  results 
of  the  CNC  election." 

The  election  was  organized  by 
the  Neighborhood  Council  and 
the  balloting  was  run  by  com¬ 
munity  volunteers  and  officials 


from  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Neighborhood  Services  and  the 
Election  Department. 

"The  most  egregious  ir¬ 
regularity  in  the  CNC  election 
was  the  fact  that  campaign  staff 
were  permitted  to  assist  voters  in 
voting,"  the  letter  states.  Though 
allowances  for  this  are  made  in 
the  election  guidelines,  the 
Coalition  said  that  "no  properly 
run  election  allows  such  a  prac¬ 
tice." 

They  also  charged  that  voters 
couldn’t  fill  out  ballots  in  private 
and  that  records  were  not  kept  of 
people  who  had  voted.  The  only 
way  to  distinguish  people  who 
had  voted  from  those  who  hadn’t 
was  an  ink  hand  stamp. 

Zenobia  Lai,  an  attorney,  who 
served  as  a  volunteer  poll  worker 
during  the  election,  also  sent  a 
letter  to  McGuire  complaining 
of  voting  irregularities.  She  said 
that  voter  identification  was  not 
checked  for  some  people  and 
one  restaurant  owner  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  vouch  for  a  number  of 
people  to  Yon  Lee  of  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Services,  who  she  charged 
agreed  to  waive  identification  re¬ 
quirements. 

She  also  charges  that  "cam¬ 


paign  workers  were  allowed  to 
direct  voters  who  to  vote  for  at 
the  voting  booths"  and  voting 
was  not  confidential.  "These  are 
just  a  few  examples  of  the  more 
egregious  violations  of  generally 
accepted  election  procedures 
which  I  and  Attorney  [Andrew] 
Leong  observed  during  the  CNC 
elections. " 

However,  Bill  Moy,  an  incum¬ 
bent  member  of  the  Council  who 
was  reelected  last  month  by  a 
margin  of  1272  to  530,  said  that 
charging  voter  irregularities  was 
"a  lot  of  sour  grapes." 

"From  my  point  of  view,  I 
think  it’s  a  silly  argument,"  he 
said.  "It’s  an  argument  losers 
use."  He  said  that  David  Moy 
himself  admitted  that  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  election  would  not 
have  been  different  had  the  al¬ 
leged  irregularities  not  occurred. 
"They  lost  so  big,"  he  said.  Moy 
was  referring  to  the  defeat  of  all 
eight  members  of  the  slate  of 
candidates  associated  with  the 
Coalition  to  Protect  Parcel  C  for 
Chinatown  by  the  eight-member 
Committee  for  a  Better 
Chinatown  slate,  which  included 
incumbent  Council  members 
and  Council  supporters. 


Bill  Moy,  however,  said  that 
the  Council  would  probably  have 
a  committee  "go  over  the  ground 
rules"  of  the  election  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  changes  should  be  made 
to  avoid  future  controversies.  He 
said,  however,  that  the  election 
rules  and  requirements  were 
never  meant  to  be  too  strict  and 
were  proposed  so  that  people 
could  vote  easily.  He  added  that 
"if  there’s  any  irregularities  they 
could  have  been  on  both  sides." 

Bill  Moy  said  his  group  won 
because  its  members  basically 
had  the  votes  in  the  community. 
They  had  met  "quietly  for  six 
weeks"  before  the  election  to  or¬ 
ganize  to  get  out  the  vote,  he 
said.  "From  day  one  we  deter¬ 
mined  that  to  win  we  had  to  win 
big."  He  added  that  they  felt  that 
the  anti-garage  group  would  only 
get  about  500  votes. 

"They  don’t  have  the  support," 
he  said.  "It’s  pretty  obvious...We 
made  a  conscious  effort  to  get 
out  1500  votes.  He  also  said  that 
their  group  put  in  the  time  and 
spent  the  whole  day  in  the  rain 
working  at  the  polling  place, 
while  some  of  their  candidates 
didn’t  even  show  up. 

"We  had  over  20  people  out 


there,"  he  said.  "They  had  a  hand¬ 
ful.  They  didn’t  even  have  all 
their  candidates  out  there.  ..In 
the  end  we  worked  harder  for  the 
vote  than  they  did." 

Complaints  of  voter  ir¬ 
regularities  were  also  made  in 
the  1988  election,  which,  like  this 
year’s,  was  hotly  contested  and 
brought  into  competition  the 
two  competing  factions  in  the 
community.  In  the  1992  election 
no  complaints  were  filed  because 
few  people  voted  and  interest  in 
the  community  was  low.  This 
year,  however,  with  the  Parcel  C 
garage  issue  firing  tempers, 
many  people  were  urged  to  come 
out  to  vote. 

While  the  CNC  has  said  it 
would  reform  the  process,  the 
Coalition  suggests  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  Council  members  will  again 
make  the  new  rules,  making  a 
conflict  of  interest.  They  also 
complained  that  the  "Sunday  of 
the  Thanksgiving  holiday"  wasn’t 
the  best  date  to  schedule  the 
election  and  said  inadequate 
time  was  available  for  candidates 
to  prepare  for  the  election. 

R.O. 


Council  Approves  Poultry  Shop 


The  Chinatown/South  Cove  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council  approved  an  applica¬ 
tion  by  Newman  Tam  and  Edward 
Gullicksen  to  open  the  Ming  Kee  live 
poultry  shop  at  54  Kneeland  St. 

The  owners  of  the  planned  shop  said 
that  the  most  recent  technology  would 
be  used  to  control  odor  and  that  trash 
would  be  picked  up  early  in  the  morning 
and  would  not  be  placed  on  the  street. 
The  business  also  needs  licenses  from 
the  city  and  state  to  open. 

There  is  currently  only  one  live 
poultry  shop  in  Chinatown,  Eastern 
Live  Poultry  at  48  Beach  St.,  which  has 
been  owned  by  the  same  family  since 
1900. 

"I  think  we  need  a  change,"  said 
Council  member  Lucy  Chin  before  the 
vote.  Council  member  Robert  Guen 
also  voted  to  approve  the  request,  saying 
that  the  Council  should  encourage 
businessmen  to  invest  in  Chinatown. 

In  other  action,  the  Neighborhood 
Council  also  heard  a  plan  by  Harold 
Betzger,  Jr.  to  open  Chinatown  Billiards 
at  125  Lincoln  Street,  on  the  fifth  floor 
of  a  parking  garage.  While  some  Council 
members  expressed  concern  about  the 
facility  attracting  youth  gang  members, 
Betzger  said  he  would  have  ample 
security  and  had  taken  the  gang  factor 
into  account. 

Betzger  operates  billiards  parlors  in 
Holbrook  and  Stoughton.  The  business 
has  applied  for  a  wine  and  liquor  license 
and  would  have  a  "very  limited  menu"  of 
snack  food. 

In  other  action,  the  Council  voted  to 
oppose  the  opening  of  a  nightclub  at  121 
Beach  St.  by  the  South  Street  Partners 
Group,  which  currently  operates  the 


Avenue  C  Club  on  Boylston  Street.  The 
dance  club  would  seat  80  people  and 
would  have  a  standing  capacity  of  350 
people.  The  Council  voted  against  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  request  on  the  grounds 
'that  the  owners  did  not  provide  the 
Council  with  enough  information. 

The  Leather  District  building  is  cur¬ 
rently  vacant.  Several  people  with  busi¬ 
nesses  on  the  street,  one  of  whom  owns 
a  delicatessen  and  another  a  produce 
company,  opposed  having  a  nightclub  in 
the  area.  They  feared  that  trash  would 
end  up  on  the  street  and  that  a  nightclub 
would  disturb  the  quiet  character  of  the 
neighborhood.  A  woman  who  works  in 
the  Leather  District  suggested  that  she 
welcomed  another  business  there  be¬ 
cause  she  felt  that  having  more  people 
in  the  area  would  make  it  safer. 

Council  member  Reggie  Wong  noted 
that  members  of  the  South  Street 
Partners  group  "did  not  come  to  the 
neighborhood  first"  and  added  that  he 
didn’t  "think  they’re  dealing  with  the 
neighborhood  in  good  faith."  The  Coun¬ 
cil  had  asked  the  firm’s  owners  to  appear 
before  the  Council  after  they  had  heard 
about  the  nightclub  plan  through  other 
sources. 

A  number  of  Council  members  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  a  nightclub  on  the 
street  would  draw  prostitutes  to  the 
area.  An  effort  has  been  made  over  the 
last  year  and  a  half  to  rid  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  prostitutes. 

The  Council  voted  nine  to  two  to 
reject  the  proposal.  The  Council,  how¬ 
ever,  can  only  make  a  recommendation. 
The  city  licensing  board  will  make  the 
final  decision  on  the  matter. 


continued  from  page  1 
Hong  Kong  has  been  celebrating 
Christmas  in  a  big  way  for  quite  some 
time  now. 

"I  think  we  all  celebrate  Christmas 
but  we  celebrate  it  in  very  different 
ways,"  says  Bak-Fun  Wong,  the  principal 
of  the  Josiah  Quincy  School  in 
Chinatown,  who  is  originally  from  Hong 
Kong.  He  agrees  that  many  people 
celebrate  Christmas  and  Thanksgiving 
as  an  occasion  to  bring  the  family 
together,  albeit  with  one  detail  changed. 
"They  don’t  eat  turkey,  they  eat  chick¬ 
en,"  he  says.  Some  people  may  play  mah 
jong  or  go  out  for  Dim  Sum. 

"I  think  Chinese  people  like  to 
celebrate,  particularly  when  there  are 
family  gatherings,"  he  says,  adding  that 
generally  the  religious  element  isn’t  in¬ 
volved  unless  the  family  is  Christian. 
Chinese  "celebrate  a  lot  of  holidays...  I 
think  it’s  our  culture.  We  take  any  op- 
portunity  to  bring  the  family 
together.. .Thanksgiving  -  we  picked  that 
up  right  away.  It  was  food  and  it  involved 
a  happy  occasion.  I  don’t  think  we  pick 
up  Halloween  as  much,"  he  says. 

Wong  suggests  that  many  Chinese 
immigrants  -  even  if  they  are  not  Chris¬ 
tians  -  sense  the  religious  element  in¬ 
volved  in  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 
Although  they  may  not  practice  them¬ 
selves,  Chinese  "in  general  think 
religion  is  good  for  people,"  he  explains. 

Wong  believes  that  Chinese  im¬ 


migrants  in  general  are  more  ready  to 
celebrate  Christmas  in  some  way  now 
than  they  may  have  been  in  the  past.  "I 
think  a  lot  of  people  are  a  little  bit  more 
open  to  it  now,"  he  says.  "I  think  they’re 
saying  this  is  a  new  country."  He  suggests 
that  Chinese  living  in  the  suburbs  are 
more  likely  to  celebrate  the  holiday  in  a 
traditional  American  way. 

Susan  Dao,  a  receptionist  at  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Association  who 
came  to  Boston  from  Vietnam  about  15 
years  ago,  says  that  she  tries  to  celebrate 
Christmas  now  partly  for  her  children. 
She  wants  them  to  feel  as  though  they 
have  holidays  to  celebrate.  "We’re 
Chinese.  But  we  no  longer  celebrate 
Chinese  holidays.  So  I  want  them  to 
have  more,"  she  says. 

She  herself  has  come  to  enjoy  the 
holiday  and  now  has  a  Christmas  tree  at 
home  and  gives  her  children  Christmas 
gifts.  "I  like  to  see  the  tree.  It’s  nice...If  I 
look  at  the  tree  I  feel  comfortable." 

Wong  believes  that  Chinese  im¬ 
migrants  are  drawn  to  the  holiday  for  the 
simple  joy  that  lies  at  the  heart  of  it. 
Although  many  immigrants  knew  noth¬ 
ing  about  the  holiday  before  they  came 
to  the  United  States,  they  somehow 
reach  for  its  deeper  significance.  "There 
is  light,"  he  says.  "There  is  hope  in  every 
celebration.  I  think  we’re  yearning  for 
hope.  People  say  ‘Oh  it’s  time  to  bring 
hope  again.’"  -R.O. 


Provide  administrative  support  for  5- 
member  department  responsible  for 
raising  money  from  foundations  for  tv. 
radio,  and  educational  projects.  Ideal 
candidates  will  possess  outstanding 
secretarial,  proofreading,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  as  well  as  high 
attention  to  detail.  Candidates  must  also  be  trained  on  Macintosh 
Computers.  College  grad  preferred. 

Interested  candidates  should  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
WGBH,  Human  Resources  Department  (94-0068)  ,  125  Western 
Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02134.  WGBH  fostr 
a  multicultural  environment  which  offers 
opportunity  for  success. 
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Asian  Groups  Seek  Common  Ground 


By  Anne  Marie  Collins 

To  find  common  ground  for 
action  -  in  spite  of  the  differences 
in  history,  language  and  culture  - 
is  why  Asian  Americans  irom 
seven  ethnic  communities 
recently  gathered  at  UMass/Bos- 
ton  for  an  Asian  American 
Agenda  Mini-Conference. 

On  Nov.  10,  members  of  the 
Coalition  for  an  Asian  American 
Agenda  reconvened  to  address 
unity  and  empowerment,  con¬ 
tinuing  a  process  begun  at  the 
Asian  American  Agenda  Con¬ 
ference  two  years  ago  on  the 
same  campus.  Fifty  participants 
heard  reports  from  the  Cam¬ 
bodian,  Chinese,  Korean, 
Laotian,  Indian,  and  Vietnamese 
communities. 

Representatives  from  newer 
communities,  Pere  Pen  of  the 
Cambodian  Mutual  Assistance 
Association  of  Greater  Lowell 
and  Paul  Samrane  of  the  Laotian 
American  Organization,  spoke 
of  common  immediate  issues 
such  as  the  language  barrier;  ad¬ 
justment  to  a  new  culture;  inter¬ 
nal  family  problems,  including 
domestic  violence  and  substance 
abuse;  employment;  and  youths 
at-risk.  Lack  of  funding  has 
prevented  agencies  from  provid¬ 
ing  adequate  youth  and  family 
support  programs. 

For  immigrant  parents,  dis¬ 
ciplining  their  children  has  had 
unexpected  ramifications  in  the 
US.  One  frustrated  father  told 


his  17-year-old  daughter  to  pack 
her  belongings  after  she  did  not 
return  home  for  several  nights. 
When  the  daughter  called  the 
police  to  report  that  she  was 
being  thrown  out  of  her  house, 
the  parents  were  disappointed  to 
find  themselves  being  chastised 
by  the  authorities.  Samrane’s 
summary  of  this  cultural  conflict 
was,  "This  is  America  -  children 
have  rights." 

Hiep  Chu  described  how  the 
Vietnamese  American  com¬ 
munity  has  social  service  needs 
similar  to  other  newly  arrived 
communities.  However,  he  also 
told  of  a  level  of  political  invol¬ 
vement  usually  associated  with 
more  established  communities. 
This  was  evident  in  the  organized 
and  unified  support  of  Jim  Brett 
in  his  recent  mayoral  run. 

For  Chinese  Americans, 
Boston’s  Chinatown  recently 
formed  a  coalition  of 
Chinatown-based  agencies  and 
organizations.  Chinatown  Coali¬ 
tion  Coordinator  Beverly  Wing 
released  preliminary  results  of  a 
recent  community-wide  survey, 
showing  that  public  safety,  crime 
prevention,  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  environment  are  foremost 
on  the  minds  of  local  Chinese 
Americans.  Suburban  Chinese 
discussed  how  they  look  to  their 
local  Chinese  language  schools 
for  community  support. 

The  geographically  dispersed 
South  Asian  community  is  striv¬ 


ing  to  develop  its  political  power. 
Ravinder  Sakhuja  of  the 
Governor’s  Asian  American 
Commission  discussed  the  work 
of  the  Indian  American  Forum 
for  Political  Action,  a  national 
group  working  toward  increased 
political  involvement. 

Asian  Indians  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  are  mostly  profes¬ 
sionals  who  are  working  to  break 
through  glass  ceilings  in  employ¬ 
ment  and  invisible  quotas  in 
higher  education.  Racial 
violence  and  hate  crimes  are 
other  concerns,  which  they  wish 
to  prevent  through  legislation 
and  education. 

One  recommendation  was  to 
challenge  the  images  of  Asian 
culture  in  existing  educational 
materials.  As  Sakhuja  put  it: 
"There’s  a  lot  more  to  India  than 
cows  in  the  street." 

Another  geographically  dis¬ 
persed  community,  Korean 
Americans,  center  their  com¬ 
munity  activity  around  the  more 
than  50  Korean  churches 
throughout  Massachusetts.  Al¬ 
though  many  Korean  Americans 
are  well-educated,  many  are  also 
underemployed,  saving  money  to 
start  small  family-owned  busi¬ 
nesses.  According  to  Orson 
Moon  of  Korean  Americans  for 
Progressive  Action,  his  group  or¬ 
ganized  a  response  to  the  Los 
Angeles  uprising  to  provide 
unity  and  give  a  voice  to  local 
Korean  Americans. 


While  their  outreach  efforts 
turned  up  other  organizations 
with  similar  goals  such  as  Korea 
Magazine  and  the  New  England 
Council  of  Korean  Churches, 
they  were  also  able  to  identity 
some  unique  organizations  such 
as  the  New  England  Dry  Clean¬ 
ing  Organization,  whose  mem¬ 
bership  boasts  over  350  Korean 
owner/operators,  and  a  support 
group  in  Ayer  for  Korean-born 
wives  of  GI’s. 

On  a  broader  scale,  pan- Asian 
American  groups  work  to  ad¬ 
dress  issues  which  affect  Asian 
Americans  of  all  ethnic  back¬ 
grounds.  Leadership  training 
and  promotion  of  art  and  culture 
are  areas  on  which  the  Asian 
American  Resource  Workshop 
has  focused.  The  Institute  for 
Asian  American  Studies  at 
UMass/Boston,  which  hosted 
the  event,  recently  opened  to 
support  Asian  American  stu¬ 
dents  and  communities  through 
research,  advocacy,  policy 
analysis,  and  curriculum 
development.  Reverend  Cheng 
Imm  Tan  of  the  Asian  Task 
Force  Against  Domestic 
Violence  reported  on  her 
organization’s  work  to  provide 
shelter  and  bilingual  support  for 
battered  women. 

Following  the  various  com¬ 
munity  reports,  discussion 
centered  on  how  to  continue  the 
agenda  process  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  action  plan.  Remind¬ 


ing  participants  that  "this  is  a 
process  which  is  going  to  take  a 
lot  of  work,"  Michael  Liu,  the 
conference  moderator,  asked: 
"Where  do  we  want  to  go  next?" 

The  conference  discussed 
several  ideas,  including  whether 
the  Coalition  should  begin  work¬ 
ing  on  specific  common  priority 
issues;  whether  it  should  address 
long-term  or  short-term  goals; 
the  importance  of  respecting  the 
present  leadership  in  the  com¬ 
munities;  and  the  importance  of 
youth. 

The  themes  of  unity,  the  acute 
need  for  political  power,  and  ef¬ 
forts  to  build  trust  surfaced 
throughout  the  discussion.  Ref¬ 
erences  were  made  to  other  com¬ 
munities  of  color  which  have 
made  significant  progress  by 
focusing  on  unity  rather  than 
division.  One  participant  sug¬ 
gested  that  just  as  our  younger 
communities  should  look  to  the 
more  established  ones  as  models, 
the  Asian  American  community 
should  look  for  guidance  to  ex¬ 
amples  set  by  other  communities 
of  color. 

The  desire  to  move  forward 
was  universal.  In  the  end,  the 
Agenda  Coalition  created  four 
task  forces  to  move  the  Agenda 
process  forward.  They  will  work 
on  political  empowerment, 
leadership  training,  capacity 
building,  and  the  overall  agenda 
process.  The  Agenda  Coalition 
reconvened  on  Dec.  16. 


The  Broukline  Housing  Authority,  the  Awarding  Authority,  invites  sealed 
bids  from  general  contractors  for  the  building  facade  repairs  for  Trustnian 
Apartments  Public  Housing  in  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  in  accordance  with  the 
documents  prepared  by  Powers  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Architects. 

The  project  consists  of  the  execution  of  exterior  masonry  repair  work  at  tlirec 
existing  buildings  all  located  out  lie  same  Project  site. 

The  work  is  estimated  to  cost  $300,000.00 

General  bidders  must  be  certified  by  the  Division  of  Capital  Planning  and 
Operation  in  the  following  category  of  work:  Masonry. 

Bids  are  subject  to  M.G.L.  c.149  para.  44A-J  and  to  minimum  wage  rates  as 
required  by  M.g.L.  c.149  paras.  26-27D  inclusive. 

General  Bids  will  lie  received  until  2:00  PM  on  Friday,  January  14,  1994,  and 
publicly  opened,  forthwith,  at  Brookline  Housing  Authority,  90  Longwood 
Avenue,  Brookline,  MA  02146. 

Mailed  Bids  should  be  sent  to  Brookline  Housing  Authority,  90  Longwood 
Avenue,  Brookline,  MA  02146  and  received  no  later  than  the  date  and  time 
specified  above. 

General  bids  shall  lie  accompanied  by  a  bid  deposit  that  is  not  less  than  live  (5%) 
percent  of  the  bid  amount  (including  all  add  alternates),  and  made  payable  to  the 
Brookline  Housing  Authority. 

Bid  Forms  and  Contract  documents  will  be  available  for  pick-up  at  Brookline 
Housing  Authority,  90  I  xmgwood  Avenue,  Brookline,  MA  02146  after  10:00  am 
on  'Iltursday,  December  16,  1993,  upon  deposit  of  a  certified  or  cashier's  check  in 
the  amount  of  $25.00  per  set,  payable  to  the  Awarding  Authority.  This  deposit 
will  be  refunded  for  up  to  two  sets  for  general  bidders  upon  return  of  the  sets  in 
good  condition  within  thirty  days  of  receipt  of  general  bids.  Otherwise  the  deposit 
shall  lie  the  property  of  the  Awarding  Authority,  additional  sets  may  be  purchased 
for  $50.00  per  set. 

Bidders  requesting  Contract  Documents  to  be  mailed  to  them  shall  include  a 
separate  check  for  415.00  per  set,  payable  to  the  Awarding  Authority,  to  cover 
mail  handling  costs. 

The  job  site  and  existing  buildings  will  be  available  for  inspection  at  10:00  am  on 
Wednesday.  January  5,  1994,  meeting  at  150  Amory  Street,  Brookline.  For  an 
appointment  call  Mr.  Baronas  at  (617)  277-2022,  X-301. 

The  Contract  documents  may  be  seen,  but  not  removed  at: 

Contractor's  Association  of  Boston 
25  Centre  Street 
Koxbury,  MA  02119 

F.W.  Dodge,  Prudential  Tower 
800  Boylston  Street  -  Suite  800 
Boston,  MA  02199 

(or  closest  regional  F.W.  Dodge  Company) 

Construction  Market  Data 
75  Second  Avenue-suite  320 
Needham,  MA  02194 

Brookline  Housing  Authority 
90  Longwood  avenue 
Brookline  MA  021436 


Adults  in  • 


u  an  adult  interested  in  a  university 
n  but  unsure  of  your  abilities  in 


Ou  can  prepare  for  enrollment  at  UMass 
Boston  through  ACT,  a  pre-college  program 
with  a  special  course  for  non-native 
speakers.  The  course  offers  instruction 
designed  for  adults  that  emphasizes  the 
English  language  skills  needed  for  college 
success. 

As  an  ACT  student,  you'll  work  with  people 
who  can  guide  you  as  you  polish  your  skills 
and  plan  a  program  of  university  study  that 
meets  your  academic  and  career  goals.  If 
you  successfully  complete  ACT,  you'll 
automatically  be  enrolled  in  our  College  of 
Arts  and  Sciences. 

Classes  meet  evenings  for  sixteen  weeks 
beginning  February  7.  Enrollment  is 
limited— be  sure  to  apply  early.  The 
deadline  is  January  3. 

Act  now!  To  learn  more,  call 

617  287-6000. 


Th»*  •Ov*rti»em«nt 
appear*  at  no  coat  to  the 

Commonwealth 


Voting 

continued  from  page  5 


The  elderly  gentleman  was  so  of¬ 
fended  by  the  offer  his  immedi¬ 
ate  reaction  was  to  hide  the 
ballot.  He  wanted  to  be  left 
alone.  He  understood  the  private 
nature  of  voting  and  the  con¬ 
fidence  the  system  should  be  of¬ 
fering  to  voters.  Rather  than  see 
him  as  a  problem,  I  would  hope 
people  in  Chinatown  would 
emulate  him.  This  is  the  model 
voter  that  we  should  be  striving 
towards,  a  voter  who  under¬ 
stands  the  sacred  nature  of  the 
voting  area.  If  only  we  had  more 
people  who  cared  about  the 
legitimacy  of  the  voting  process. 

(Andrew  Leong  is  an  attorney 
and  a  professor  at  UMass/Bos¬ 
ton] 

Practical  ESL  Classes:  Im¬ 
prove  your  listening,  speaking, 
reading  and  writing  skills  to  help 
you  with  your  daily  life  or  to 

enter  free  skills  training 
programs  or  college.  Morning 
and  evening  classes.  Starting  Jan. 
4, 1994.  Call  426-9492  or  come  to 
AACA,  90  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  to 
register. _ 

Note:  Persons  interested  in 
purchasing  a  copy  of " Politics  in 
the  Purple  Kingdom:  The  Derail¬ 
ment  of  Vatican  II"  by  George 
Schlichte,  a  board  member  of  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion,  can  do  so  at  Matthew  F. 
Sheehan  Co.,  Inc.,  22  Chauncy 
St.,  Boston,  and  Cowley  and 
Cathedral  Bookstore,  28  Temple 
Place,  Boston.  Cost  is  $9.95  plus 
tax.  To  order  it  directly  write  to 
the  publisher:  Sheed  &  Ward, 
P.O.  Box  419492,  Kansas  City, 
Mo  64141,  or  call  toll-free,  1- 

800-333-7373.  Cost  is  $12.95  by 
mail. 


Dec.  17, 1993 


Sampan 


Commentary 


"Voting  Irregularities"  or  "Sour  Grapes"? 


Two  Views  of  the  Election 


by  Andrew  Leong 

Congratulations  to  the  win¬ 
ners  of  the  Chinatown  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  election.  The 
miserable  weather  on  Nov.  28 
didn’t  seem  to  dampen  voter  tur¬ 
nout.  As  a  poll  volunteer  who 
worked  the  entire  day  -  from  the 
initial  closing  of  the  empty  ballot 
boxes  to  the  calculation  of  the 
final  tally  -  I’d  like  to  offer  a  few 
observations  and  comments  with 
the  hope  that  we  can  improve  the 
system  in  future  elections. 

First  of  all,  even  though  we 
had  a  terrific  voter  turnout,  why 
pick  the  Sunday  of  a  long  holiday 
weekend  when  potential  voters 
are  likely  to  be  out  of  town? 
Granted  there  is  never  a  good 
time  on  a  weekend,  but  there 
could  have  been  a  better  day  than 
the  one  that  was  chosen.  One 
would  think  that  common  sense 
would  argue  for  a  different  date  - 
if  the  goal  were,  in  fact,  to  in¬ 
crease  voter  participation. 


Residency  and  ID,"  paragraph 
two  states  clearly  that  "voters 
must  bring  two  forms  of  personal 
identification  with  proof  of 
name  and  address."  If  the  voter 
has  a  Massachusetts  driver’s 
license,  a  second  form  of  ID  is 
not  required.  The  rules  go  on  to 
provide  examples  of  various  ac¬ 
ceptable  forms  of  identification. 
Although  I  was  not  in  charge  of 
"  I  D’ing"  voters  until  the  after¬ 
noon,  1  noted  many  instances  of 
irregularity  that  became  quite  il¬ 
luminating.  I  will  mention  a  few 
instances. 

The  first  involved  an  un¬ 
named  restaurant  owner  who 
paraded  his  workers  in  the  whole 
day,  shift  after  shift.  A  pattern 
was  established  where  he  would 
accompany  his  workers  into  the 
voting  area  to  "assist"  them  in  the 
vote.  This  "assistance"  apparent¬ 
ly  is  still  insanely  allowable 
under  the  current  rules,  which 
states  under  paragraph  three  of 


Second,  why  not  extend  the  the  rules:  "If  necessary,  voters  are 
campaign  period?  The  present  permitted  to  bring  someone  or 
election  generated  limited  ask  one  of  the  specially  desig- 
publicity  during  the  few  weeks  nated  poll  workers  to  help  them 
following  the  announcement  of  in  filling  out  the  ballot."  It  was 
the  election  and  it  left  candidates  too  late  to  change  the  above  rule 
with  only  a  two-week  campaign  but  what  I  objected  to  was  the 
window.  Why  was  there  no  press  blatant  violation  of  the  ID-ing 
coverage  in  the  Chinese  process.  Many  of  the  restaurant 
newspapers  or  in  the  local  press  owners’ workers  did  not  have  any 
regarding  the  stance  of  the  can-  ID  and  had  to  go  back  to  get 
didates?  A  longer  campaign  some  form  of  ID.  When  they 
period  would  hopefully  yield  returned  I  noticed  that  some 
greater  voter  education  and  were  using  the  same  canceled 
knowledge  about  both  the  elec-  stamped  envelope,  with  the  same 
lion  and  the  candidates.  Some  name  and  street  address  in 
voters  turned  out  and  said  that  Chinatown.  When  we  pulled  the 
they  did  not  know  that  one  of  the  voter  aside  and  pressed  him  with 
requirements  for  voting  was  to  questions,  he  gave  us  a  phone 
have  some  form  of  identification,  number  with  a  Brighton  prefix, 
This  very  example  demonstrates  and  then  admitted  he  lived  in 
the  lack  of  voter  education  in  the  Brighton,  not  Chinatown, 
very  basic  prerequisites  of  an  A  second  instance  involved 
election.  Another  example  of  the  workers,  identified  as  such  be- 
necessity  of  voter  education  in-  cause  they  were  in  uniforms, 
volved  many  voters’  coming  in  with  Massachusetts 
misunderstanding  that  they  driver’s  licenses,  which  is  per- 
could  only  vote  for  one  person  fectly  acceptable  under  the 
on  the  whole  ballot.  It  might  be  voting  rules.  Upon  closer  inspec- 
acceptable  if  a  voter  intended  to  tion,  however,  I  noticed  the  pic- 
vote  for  only  their  friend,  the  tured  IDs  belonged  to  someone 
person  they  know,  and  vote  for  else,  since  the  ID  pictures  were 
no  one  else  in  any  other  clearly  different  from  the  person 
categories  -  but  it  would  be  unac-  before  me. 
ceptable  if  voters  misunderstood  A  third  example  of  a  common 

ihe  rules  and  thought  that  they  practice  observed  throughout 
could  only  vote  for  one  person,  the  day  involved  the  system  of 
Regarding  the  actual  im-  "vouching"  for  voters.  This  is  the 
plementation  of  the  election  I  "who  you  know"  system.  It  is  fine 
would  say  that  there  is  great  that  a  poll  volunteer  allows 


room  for  improvement.  It  has 
been  years  since  the  first  CNC 
election  in  1988.  Some  of  you 
who  were  around  then  remem¬ 
ber  the  cries  of  "voter  fraud"  and 
other  inconsistencies  and  ir¬ 
regularities.  From  my  observa¬ 
tions  as  an  election  volunteer  it 
is  evident  to  me  that  we  simply 


someone  to  vote  who  hasn’t  an 
ID  because  he  knows  that  person 
is  in  fact  a  Massachusetts  resi¬ 
dent  but  came  without  IDs.  But 
what  about  the  person  whom  no 
one  knows  and  no  one  can 
"vouch"  for? Should  one  person 
be  allowed  to  vote  because  he 
knows  the  people  running  the 


have  not  learned  the  lessons  of  show  and  the  next  person  be  held 
1988  to  make  proper  changes  in  ineligible  because  she  doesn’t? 


the  election  rules.  Too  bad  we 
will  continue  to  hear  more 
people  crying  "fraud."  It  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  the  victors  of  this 
election  will  have  to  take  a  vic¬ 
tory  that  is,  once  again,  tainted. 

What  exactly  am  I  talking 
about  in  terms  of  irregularities? 
The  problems  are  in  the  way  the 
election  rules  are  currently  writ¬ 
ten;  the  way  that  the  rules  were 
implemented;  or,  alternatively, 
in  the  way  that  the  rules  were  not 
implemented.  Let  me  provide  a 
few  examples  of  what  occurred 
on  Nov.  28. 

Under  the  CNC  Election 
Rules  section  on  "Proof  of 


For  fairness  and  equal  treat¬ 
ment,  both  persons  ought  to 
have  been  disqualified  since  they 
came  without  proper  ID.  The 
large  scale  on  which  this  "vouch¬ 
ing"  occurred  involved  res¬ 
taurant  owners,  business  people, 
and  others  who  knew  the  people 


"vouchers"  would  start  scream¬ 
ing,  "Where  is  Yon?"  At  this 
point.  Yon  would  arrive,  feeling 
obliged  to  accept  the  word  of  the 
voucher.  The  voucher  would  say: 
"Yon,  these  are  all  my 
employees.  You  let  them  vote." 
Next  thing  a  line  of  folks  would 
be  let  in  to  vote  without  us  know¬ 
ing  whether  or  not  they  reside  in 
Massachusetts.  Unfortunately, 
the  next  person  who  comes  up 
for  an  ID  inspection  would  have 
to  be  scrutinized  in  detail  be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  know  the  "right 
people."  The  rules  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  should  be  followed  without 
exception.  In  the  present  case  we 
have  a  situation  where  the  excep¬ 
tion  becomes  the  rule. 

One  might  say,  ‘Big  deal,  I  bet 
they  all  lived  in  Massachusetts, 
so  they  are  still  eligible  to  vote. 
Anyway  this  is  just  a  CNC  elec¬ 
tion.’  Maybe  so.  But  in  my  mind, 
the  CNC  is  a  reflection  of  how 
Chinatown  functions,  how  we 
view  ourselves,  how  "outsiders" 
view  us,  and  most  importantly, 
what  ideas  our  voters  would  take 
away  about  how  a  real  election 
operates.  The  real  question  be¬ 
hind  this  is:  What  possessed 
these  workers  to  want  to  vote  so 
badly  they  would  be  willing  to 
lie?  Could  it  be  their  jobs  are  on 
the  line?  How  many  other  in¬ 
stances  of  voter  fraud  went  un¬ 
detected?  Undetected  due  to  the 
vouching  method,  due  to  care¬ 
less  scrutiny  of  the  ID.  Did  any  of 
these  folks  who  voted  once  wash 
the  stamp  off  their  hands  and 
come  back  to  vote  again?  Hard 
to  say,  isn’t  it?  Since  we  do  not 
have  a  better  method  to  protect 
against  voter  fraud,  I  would  hope 
that  the  Council  would  revamp 
and  tighten  the  rules  to  boost  the 
integrity  of  the  process.  I  realize 
the  Council  established  these 
rules  to  increase  and  encourage 
voter  participation.  But  what 
good  are  the  high  numbers  when 
they  are  tainted  and  questioned? 
We  could  learn  a  lesson  here 
from  the  parcel  C  referendum, 
where  impartial  third  parties 
from  the  American  Friends  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  ran  the  election 
and  inputted  every  voter’s  name 
and  address  into  the  computer  to 
avoid  re-voting.  Yes,  it  would 
take  more  time,  but  at  least  the 
results  would  not  be  tainted. 

Regarding  the  rule  of  allow¬ 
ing  someone  to  help  you  to  vote 
once  inside  the  voting  area,  I  do 
not  understand  the  issues  about 
linguistic  access  and  providing 
people  instructions  about  voting 
procedure.  However,  as  long  as 
ballots  are  in  English  and 
Chinese,  and  we  do  proper  voter 
education  on  how  to  fill  out  the 
ballots,  there  is  no  need  for  assis¬ 
tance  within  the  voting  area, 
where  privacy  should  be  the 
main  objective.  Under  the 
present  rules,  these  "assistance 
providers"  of  campaign  workers 
would  help  someone  and  then 
remain  within  the  voting  area  to 
"assist"  others,  even  though  no 
assistance  was  solicited  by  them. 
Even  though  these  "assistance 


By  Bill  Moy  should  be  noted  that  neither  the 

There  have  been  comments  newly  elected  members  nor  the 
concerning  irregularities  and/or  incumbent  members  had  any- 
improprieties  during  the  con-  thing  to  do  with  the  guidelines.  If 
duct  of  the  Nov.  28,  1993  there  is  fault,  put  the  fault  where 
Chinatown/South  Cove  Neigh-  it  belongs, 
borhood  (CNC)  council  elec-  Comments  have  been  made 
tion.  The  comments  about  about  checking  of  identifications 
irregularities/improprieties  are  (IDs).  Who  was  responsible? 
sour  grapes  by  a  bunch  of  losers.  Volunteers  from  the  Coalition 
All  one  has  to  do  is  look  at  the  had  this  responsibility.  Andrew 
large  voter  turnout  (2279  votes  Leong,  Esq.,  for  one,  was  vested 
cast),  and  the  large  margin  of  vie-  with  this  responsibility.  If  there 
lory  for  the  winning  slate  of  al-  is  fault,  put  the  fault  where  it 
most  three  to  one.  belongs. 

Please  remember  that  the  The  date  of  the  election  was 
liberal  slate  offered  by  the  Coali-  set  to  accommodate  the 
tion  to  Protect  Parcel  C  for  Chinatown  press  in  meeting 
Chinatown  used  Parcel  C  as  the  their  reader  deadlines.  The  elec- 
issue  for  its  election  to  the  CNC.  tion  time  frame,  though  com- 
Chinatown  voters  overwhelm-  pressed,  did  not  prevent  the 
ingly  rejected  the  Coalition  and  Chinatown  electorate  from  turn- 
Parcel  C.  It  was  a  tremendous  ing  out.  Sour  grapes! 
victory  and  vote  of  confidence  The  bottom  line  is  the 
for  the  three  incumbents  and  the  Chinatown  voters  turned  out  in 
conservative  side  of  the  com-  overwhelming  numbers  on  the 
munity.  The  election  is  a  man-  most  miserable  day  of  the  year, 
date  by  the  people  of  Chinatown  Chinatown  voted  against  the 
to  put  the  Parcel  C  issue  to  rest  Parcel  C  Coalition  slate  and  the 
and  Chinatown  and  the  CNC  to  Parcel  C  issue  by  a  very  impres- 
go  on  to  more  important  matters  sive  3  to  1  margin.  The  voters 
of  concern.  The  people  spoke  have  given  the  Chinatown/South 
very  loudly  on  Nov.  28, 1993.  Cove  Neighborhood  Council  a 
The  Chinatown  Community  tremendous  vote  of  confidence,  a 
Rights  Coalition/Chinatown  message  to  put  the  Parcel  C  issue 
Coalition  to  Protect  Parcel  C  for  aside  and  move  on  to  more  im- 
Chinatown/Coalition  of  the  portant  matters. 

Month,  or  whatever  -  some  The  newly  elected  CNC  mem- 

people  have  made  some  bers  all  stood  in  the  rain  and 
ridiculous  statements  -  the  wind  for  over  eight  hours.  That  is 
remarks  of  losers.  Let  me  point  more  than  can  be  said  for  some 
out  that  one  of  the  three  people  Coalition  slate  candidates,  i.e. 
who  signed  a  Coalition  letter  David  Y.S.  Moy. 
sent  to  the  city  regarding  voting  The  new  CNC  members 
irregularities,  David  Y.S.  Moy,  worked  hard;  their  supporters 
did  not  show  up  at  the  polling  worked  hard;  they  turned  out  the 
place  until  4:30  pm,  and  then  vote  and  in  the  end  wanted  to  win 
only  to  vote.  David  Y.S.  Moy  was  more  than  the  Coalition  slate, 
a  candidate  for  the  the  CNC.  The  better  side  did  win.  When 
How  can  David  comment  on  ir-  one  reflects  on  the  election,  one 
regularities/improprieties?  He  sees  one  side  turning  out  in  large 
wasn’t  there  standing  in  the  rain  numbers.  The  other  side,  the 
and  wind  with  the  other  can-  Coalition,  was  unable  to 
didates.  generate  support  or  create  inter- 

May  I  point  out  that  the  est  in  their  single  issue-  Parcel  C. 
guidelines  for  the  CNC  election  There  has  been  a  lot  of  crying 
were  written  by  the  CNC  ap-  about  losing.  I  think  some 
pointed  by  Mayor  Raymond  L.  people  have  a  lot  of  growing  up 
Flynn  in  1988.  Architects  of  the  to  do. 

election  guidelines  include  (Bill  Moy  was  reelected  to  the 
SuzanneLee,  Carol  Lee,  Tarry  Chinatown/South  Cove  Neigh- 
Hum,  some  of  whom  are  sup-  borhood  Council  in  the  Nov.  28 
porters  of  the  Coalition.  It  election.) 


running  the  election.  Yon  Lee,  providers"  might  mean  well,  can 
the  person  running  the  election  y0u  imagine  the  potential  for 


from  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Neighborhood  Services,  would 
be  called  on  to  trust  the  honor 
and  honesty  of  the  vouchers.  The 
following  scenario  occurred 
throughout  the  day:  When  ID 
monitors  would  not  allow  people 
to  vote  without  proper  IDs,  the 


abuse?  No  other  election  of  this 
caliber,  where  the  results  are  so 
crucial,  would  allow  such  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  impropriety. 

In  the  end,  I  hope  that  the 
CNC  election  encourages  our 
people  to  vote  in  real  elections. 
My  wish  is  that  restaurant  and 


business  people  in  Chinatown  Chinatown,  then  they  should 
use  the  same  zeal  in  taking  a  recognize  that  the  current  voting 
whole  crew  of  workers  to  vote  in  system  is  seriously  flawed  and 
real  elections  as  they  did  in  the  open  to  challenges.  They  cannot, 
CNC  election.  I  hope  that  on  one  hand,  recognize  the  CNC 
Chinatown  voters  do  not  think  as  an  entity  when  it  is  convenient, 
that  a  real  election  is  the  same  as  and  on  the  other  hand,  not  recog- 
what  occurred  on  Nov.  28.  nize  how  flawed  the  system  is 
Should  Mayor  Menino  continue  that  creates  the  CNC.  The  City 
with  the  neighborhood  council  cannot  have  its  cake  and  eat  it 
system  of  representation,  a  too. 

uniform  system  of  voting  rules  Most  people  will  read  this, 
should  be  implemented  forget  about  it,  and  go  on  to  the 
throughout  the  city  to  avoid  such  next  election.  I  hope  that  some 
irregularities.  City  officials  have  people  will  really  examine  these 
already  stated  that  the  election  is  criticism  sand  work  for  something 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  better.  Unfortunately,  the 
city  and  that  the  CNC  is  an  inde-  prevailing  sentiment  will  be, 
pendent  body.  However,  the  City  "That’s  the  way  it  is  in 
of  Boston’s  Office  of  Neighbor-  Chinatown." 
hood  Services  provided  staff  to  Finally  I  bring  to  your  atten- 
monitor  the  election  and  the  tion  one  positive  point.  One 
Election  Department  provided  I  elder,y  voter  was  approached  by 
ballot  boxes.  Whenever  there 


were  problems  we  would  ask 
these  staff  members  for  direc¬ 
tions.  In  essence,  the  City  ran  the 
election.  The  city  should,  ul¬ 
timately,  be  responsible  for  the 
election.  If  they  recognize  the 
CNC  as  representing 


one  of  the  volunteer  election 
workers  who  wanted  to  make 
sure  he  understood  how  to  vote. 


continued  on  page  4 
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China 


Twenty  Years  of  Friendship  With  China 


Its  mission  is  in  its  name.  For 
20  years  now  the  US-China 
Peoples  Friendship  Association 
in  Cambridge  has  been  working 
to  keep  avenues  of  communica¬ 
tion  open  between  Americans 
and  Chinese,  no  matter  which 
way  the  political  winds  are  blow¬ 
ing. 

Despite  the  misunderstand¬ 
ings  and  disagreements  that  arise 
between  nations  because  of 
politics,  Richard  Pendleton,  the 
organization’s  president  and 
founding  member,  says  the  As¬ 
sociation  has  tried  not  to  let 
them  interfere  with  its  original 
mission,  especially  since  the 
Chinese  Government  came 
under  intense  international 
criticism  following  the  Tianan¬ 
men  Square  shootings  of  June 
1989. 

Although  the  Association 
voiced  its  disapproval  of  the 
Tiananmen  crackdown, 
Pendleton  still  believes  that 
Americans  should  be  careful  not 
to  involve  themselves  too  much 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  China  or 
be  too  quick  to  pass  judgement 
on  its  actions  using  their  own 
cultural  standards.  After  all,  he 
suggests,  the  US’s  human  rights 
record  hasn’t  always  been 
beyond  reproach. 

Founded  in  1973,  the  New 
England  branch  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  is  loosely  allied  with 
branches  in  such  cities  as  San 
Francisco  and  New  York.  Its 
work  now  involves  hosting 
delegations  coming  from  China 
and  generally  helping  Chinese 
acquaint  themselves  better  with 
American  life  and  culture.  It  also 
serves  as  a  meeting  ground  for 
Americans  who  have  visited  or 
plan  to  visit  China  or  who  have 
an  interest  in  Chinese  affairs  and 
culture.  On  Wednesday  nights 
and  Sunday  afternoons  people 
come  to  the  organization’s  office 
in  Central  Square  in  Cambridge 
to  practice  conversational 
English  with  tutors. 

The  conversation  classes  draw 
Chinese  who  tend  to  be  some¬ 
what  older  and  have  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  practice  English  in  their 
daily  lives.  They  "tend  to  be  a 
little  bit  shy  about  making 


US-China  Friendship  Association  President  Richard  Pendleton  at  Conver¬ 
sational  English  class  at  the  Association  office. 


friends  with  Americans,"  says 
Duncan  McFarland,  director  of 
the  Association’s  exchange 
programs  as  well  as  Eastern 
Regional  president  of  the  na¬ 
tional  association. 

The  organization  also  wants 
to  expand  its  efforts  to  host  visit¬ 
ing  delegations  from  mainland 
China.  With  the  Chinese 
economy  in  high  gear  these  days, 
more  and  more  delegations  are 
coming  from  the  mainland  for 
business  matters  or  to  seek  tech¬ 
nical  expertise. 

Pendleton,  who  works  during 
the  day  at  the  Harvard  Medical 
School  Library,  says  that  the  As¬ 
sociation  was  started  in  1973  by 
people  who  generally  came  from 
"left-wing  backgrounds"  and  who 
supported  normalizing  relations 
with  China  and  a  reduction  in  the 
fierce  anti-communist  rhetoric 
of  the  1950’s  and  1960’s.  Some 
people  came  out  of  the  anti-war 
movement,  he  says. 

The  original  12  members  - 
five  of  whom  are  still  active  -  met 
for  the  first  time  in  May  1973 
around  the  time  of  President 
Richard  Nixon’s  trip  to  China. 
Travel  restrictions  were  being 
lifted  and  China  was  opening  up. 
Pendleton  first  visited  China 
with  a  special  delegation  led  by 
William  Hinton,  the  author  of 
the  book  "Fanshan,"  which  is  a 
portrait  of  a  Chinese  Village. 

"I  didn’t  know  much  about 
China,"  says  Pendleton.  "I  was 


concerned  about  the  war  in  Viet¬ 
nam"  and  the  possibility  of  it 
spilling  into  China.  "My  main  ob¬ 
jective  was  to  stop  the  war  in 
Vietnam."  There  was  also  the 
feeling  that  "we  weren’t  getting 
the  truth  about  China  in  the 
news." 

Over  the  years  the 
Association’s  membership  has 
changed,  partly  due  to  the  chang¬ 
ing  politics  of  its  members  in 
reaction  to  "certain  political 
events  in  China."  The  Associa¬ 
tion,  however,  tries  to  remain 
politically  neutral.  "We  try  to 
emphasize  the  relationships 
among  the  people,"  he  says.  "We 
don’t  have  any  particular  view¬ 
point." 

Friendship  Association  mem¬ 
bers,  however,  do  have  their 
opinions  about  events  that  take 
place  in  China.  "Some  people 
have  disliked  Deng  Xiao  Ping  for 
a  long  time,"  he  says.  "Others 
think  the  economic  reform  pro¬ 
gram  has  accomplished  a 
lot. ..There’s  rooms  for  both 
views  as  far  as  we’re  concerned.  I 
think  that’s  probably  our 
greatest  achievement." 

While  Mao  Zedong  is  often 
held  in  disfavor  these  days  in 
both  China  and  in  the  West, 
Pendleton  isn’t  too  quick  to  pass 
judgement  on  this  Communist 
icon.  "Mao  is  neither  a  demon 
nor  a  god,"  he  says.  "If  you  read 
enough  from  him  and  about  him 
you  see  that." 


"I  refer  to  myself  as  an  un¬ 
repentant  supporter  of  the  con- 
cepts  of  the  Cultural 
Revolution,"  he  says,  adding  that 
the  idea  of  giving  ordinary 
people  a  voice  to  speak  is  a  good 
one,  but  it’s  original  intention 
was  distorted  by  competing 
political  forces.  "There  were 
people  in  the  government  who 
didn’t  want  that  to  happen,"  he 
says. 

Pendleton  points  out,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  doesn’t  take  an  un¬ 
critical  approach  to  China 
either,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  Tiananmen  killings.  "I  was  as 
angry  as  anybody  because  they 
didn’t  have  to  handle  it  the  way 
they  did,"  he  says,  adding  that 
some  members  were  so  angry 
they  wanted  to  break  all  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  government. 

"I  don’t  think  that’s  rational," 
he  says.  "If  you  want  to  effect 
change  its  got  to  be  done  through 
contact."  After  Tiananmen,  for 
example,  the  Association  con¬ 
tinued  its  contacts  with  China’s 
Foreign  Language  Press,  show¬ 
ing  them  around  when  they  came 
here  to  visit  the  Boston  area. 
They  too,  he  notes,  had  misgiv¬ 
ings  about  what  happened  in 
Beijing.  "We  didn’t  see  any  use¬ 
fulness  in  breaking  contact  with 
these  guys,"  says  Pendleton. 

Pendleton  points  out  that 
when  the  Gang  of  Four  fell  in 
1976,  some  members  wanted  to 
send  a  letter  of  congratulations. 
"I  fought  against  that,"  says 
Pendleton.  "People  didn’t  know 
anything  about  the  Gang  of 
Four." 

While  American  interest  in 
China  remains  strong,  Mc¬ 
Farland  points  out  that  "a  lot  of 
Americans  take  a  superior  view¬ 
point."  He  questions  the  right  of 
Americans  to  lecture  the 
Chinese  on  human  rights  -  on 
what  is  right  and  wrong.  "I’m  not 
going  to  tell  them  they  shouldn’t 
have  their  view,"  says  Pendleton, 
who  notes  that  America  has  its 
own  problems  with  human 
rights,  most  recently  in  the  beat¬ 
ing  of  Rodney  King  in  Los  An¬ 
geles.  "To  them  (the  Chinese) 
this  is  a  gross  violation  of  human 
rights,"  he  adds. 


IT  WASN'T  EASY  GETTING  THIS  EXHINT  IN  HERE. 


'Irassc  Part'  brought  drosaurs  back  (ran  Norwood's  verson  of  these  creatures  toanaent 
extinction.  No* ,  we've  imcniu  AK  Cfinvc  fossils.  But  do  it  soon, 
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models  to  Boston,  so  you  can  compare 


\ 


Like  the  dinosaurs  of  old. 


.  .  urve  u  ic  un  a/ooui  o  ui  v. 

F7  the  exfxtxt  won't  be  arand  forever 


WBZ 


Tmti  tickets  r»qurM  •wwnfe.  hofcfep  and  school  vacations  A 
’•servabofts  web  cf*M  cart  rcommanoid.  Cal  ftcketmaslv  or  Tie  I 
(81 7)723-  2506  tor  Ms  Mum*”  mrtn  c*at  cal  t*  m 


(617)  831-2000 


“issf.V.* 


INCREDIBLE  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  FINANCIAL  INDEPENDENCE 

Businessman  seeking  others  to  expand  international  company 
in  Asia.  Contacts  in  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan,  Malaysia,  Japan, 
Korea,  etc.  needed.  Call  now:  1(800)  721-9256. 


ELEMENTARY  PRINCIPAL 
MARKS  MEADOW  LABORATORY  SCHOOL 
AMHERST,  MA  01002 

The  Amherst  Public  Schools  and  the  School  of  Education  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts  are  seeking  highly  qualified 
candidates  to  provide  experienced  and  innovative  leadership 
for  a  K-6  laboralory/demonstration  school  serving  250  highly 
diverse  students.  This  position  includes  a  joint  appointment  on 
the  faculty  of  the  School  of  Education.  A  doctorate  and 
certification  eligibility  as  an  Elementary  Principal  in 
Massachusetts  are  required.  Position  begins  July  1,  1994  and 
salary  is  commensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience. 
Applications  close  January  15,  1994.  Contract  Dr.  Gus  A. 
Sayer,  Superintendent  of  Schools.  170  Chestnut  Street, 
Amherst,  Ma  01002.  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  employer.  Candidates  of  color  and  from  other 
under  represented  groups  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


Their  membership  now  in¬ 
cludes  people  who  have  recently 
arrived  here  from  China  as  well 
as  some  former  Chinese  stu¬ 
dents.  Though  Chinese  here  may 
not  always  agree  with  the 
Chinese  government,  "they  still 
don’t  want  to  hear  people  bad- 
mouthing  their  country,"  says 
Pendleton. 

McFarland  believes  that  the 
Friendship  Association  is  as  im¬ 
portant  today  as  it  ever  was  be¬ 
cause  of  the  growing  importance 
of  China  to  the  world  and  to 
America.  More  Americans  are 
doing  businesses  with  China, 
they  note,  and  more  Chinese  are 
selling  their  products  in 
America.  The  two  countries  now 
have  mutual  interests. 

They  also  point  out  that  Bos¬ 
ton  has  a  long  tradition  of  wel¬ 
coming  Chinese  students  and 
scholars  that  was  only  inter¬ 
rupted  after  the  1949  Revolu¬ 
tion.  After  diplomatic  relations 
were  established  in  1979, 
Chinese  scholars  returned  to  the 
area.  At  that  time  the  Associa¬ 
tion  was  there  to  explain  to  them 
such  things  as  the  mysteries  of 
the  subway  system.  While 
Chinese  students  have  had  a 
decade  now  to  create  their  own 
networks  here,  Pendleton  and 
McFarland  suggest  that  the 
Friendship  Association  is  still 
there  to  shed  a  little  light 
wherever  it  can. 


-by  Robert  O’Malley 


STAFF  ASSISTANT 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Associate  Academic 
Dean,  assist  the  Associate  Academic  Dean  in 
Uie  maintenance  of  confidential  faculty  records; 
prepare  and  process  time-sensitive 
correspondence,  prepare  major  reports  and 
documents,  provide  assistance  int  he 
preparation  of  material  for  special  academic 
events,  assist  the  Executive  Secretary  in 
projects  for  tlie  Vice  President  and  Academic 
Dean  and  provide  general  office  support. 
Qualifications:  a  minimum  of  2  years  related 
office  experience  plus  demonstrated 
administrative  ability  Excellent  writing  and 
verbal  communication  skills  required.  PC  and 
mainframe  computer  skills  and  a  working 
knowledge  of  WordPerfect  necessary 
Experience  with  Macintosh  computers 
desirable 

PERSONNEL  ASSISTANT 

This  position  reports  to  the  Director  of  Human 
Resources  and  is  responsible  for  maintaining 
the  employee  computer  data  base  and 
generating  system  and  ad  hoc  reports,  records 
management  o  include  employee  files,  resumes, 
EEO  logs  and  department  files,  maintaining 
attendance,  employment,  and  COBRA  records, 
supervising  work  study  students,  coordinating 
temporary  employment  requests,  monitoring 
and  ordering  office  supplies;  participating  m 
office  projects  such  as  performance  appraisal, 
salary  review  programs  and  compensation 
surveys,  mail  distnbubon  and  reception  of 
visitors  or  applicants  and  correspondence  or 
replies  to  internal  or  external  inquires 
Qualifications  At  least  two  years  experience 
working  m  an  office  envuonment.  Must  have 
working  knowledge  of  data  base  systems  and 
report  generation  Must  have  strong  computer 
skills  on  PC  and/or  MAC  Must  possess 
excellent  interpersonal,  organizational  and 
communication  skills  ability  to  maintain 
confidentiality  a  must  To  apply,  please  send  a 
resume  and  cover  letter  to:  Emerson  College, 
Office  of  Human  Resources  and  Affirmative 
Action,  100  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16 

We  are  an  equal 
opportunity/affirmative  action 
employer. 
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ASIAN  ARTS 


Taiwan’s  Puppet  Master  Visits  Boston 


Time  hasn’t  dimmed  Li  Tian- 
lu’s  enthusiasm  for  puppets.  Al¬ 
though  Taiwan’s  most 
celebrated  puppet  master  no 
longer  performs  in  the  I  Wan  Jan 
Puppet  Theater,  which  he 
founded  in  1931  and  which  ap¬ 
peared  last  week  at  the  Boston 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Li,  at  83, 
still  travels  abroad  with  his 
troupe,  partly  "to  help  people 
know  Chinese  culture." 

The  troup’s  leading  per¬ 
formers  now  include  his  two  sons 
-  Chen  Hsi-huang  and  Li  Chuan- 
tsan  -  and  Lin  Chin-lien,  one  of 
Li’s  most  successful  students 
who  himself  has  founded  a  pup¬ 
pet  theater.  The  troupe  appear¬ 
ing  in  Boston  last  week  also 
included  musicians  who  accom¬ 
pany  the  performance  with 
gongs,  drums,  and  string  and 
wind  instruments  in  the  style  of 
Peking  opera. 

Li  is  an  adept  at  the  tradition¬ 
al  chang  chung  hsi  ("Theatre  of 
the  Palms")  style  of  puppetry, 
which  originated  in  southern 
China  hundreds  of  years  ago.  In 
this  style  of  puppetry,  the  puppet 
fits  over  the  hand  like  a  glove  and 
is  manipulated  by  the  hand  and 
fingers.  The  puppets  perform 
traditional  Chinese  stories  of  ad¬ 
venture,  history  and  romance 
that  have  been  passed  down  from 
generation  to  generation. 

The  puppets’  heads  are  usual¬ 
ly  carved  from  wood  and  then 

painted.  The  clothing,  which  also 

shows  the  social  status  of  the 
character  depicted,  is  based  on 
styles  drawn  from  the  Han  and 
other  Chinese  dynasties. 

Li’s  career  as  a  puppeteer  was 
depicted  in  the  film  "The  Puppet 
Master,"  by  Hou  Hsiao-hsien, 
which  won  a  Jury  Prize  at  the 
Cannes  Film  Festival  and  which 
was  also  shown  this  month  at  the 
MFA  as  part  of  a  Taiwan  film 
series.  Li  himself  appears  in  the 
film  to  tell  part  of  his  own  story, 
which  encompasses  the  period  of 
the  Japanese  occupation  of 


Puppet  Master  Li  Tian-lu  with  his  two  sons,  Li  Chuan-tsan  (l)  and  Chen 
Hsi-huang,  at  the  New  Shanghai  Restaurant. 


Taiwan  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Kuomindang  in  the  late  1940’s. 
In  both  periods  puppet  theater 
was  used  for  propaganda  pur¬ 
poses,  with  the  Japanese  making 
use  of  it  to  instill  allegiance  to 
the  empire  and  the  Nationalists 
using  it  to  promote  anti-com¬ 
munist  sentiments. 

A  talkative,  personable  man, 
Li  answered  questions  last  week 
at  a  dinner  for  the  puppet  troupe 
in  Chinatown’s  New  Shanghai 
Restaurant  given  by  the  Taiwan 
Government’s  Coordination 
Council  for  North  American  Af¬ 
fairs.  Li,  whose  father  was  also  a 
puppeteer,  says  that  he  was  just  a 
child  when  he  saw  his  first  pup¬ 
pet.  "I  thought  it  was  really  inter¬ 
esting  so  I  decided  to  learn  from 
my  father,"  says  Li,  who  at  14 
began  performing  in  the 
countryside  as  a  head  puppeteer. 
Eventually  he  gained  a  reputa¬ 
tion  in  Taipei  with  his  Peking 
Opera  style  of  puppet  theater. 

Li  says  that  puppetry  should 
be  learned  in  youth,  when  the 
hands  are  soft  and  flexible.  The 
skill  of  hand  puppetry,  which  was 
amply  on  display  at  the  MFA  in 
the  troupe’s  Wednesday  night 
performance,  involves  control  of 
the  fingers  and  the  palm.  Raising 
his  index  finger  and  moving  it 


slowly,  Li  explains  that  moving 
the  upper  segment  -  by  no  means 
an  easy  movement  for  most 
people  -  is  required  of  a  skilled 
performer.  Slow,  subtle  and 
elegant  movements  are  required 
to  give  life  to  the  puppet.  It’s  as 
if  the  puppet  master  is  able  to 
infuse  the  puppet  with  life,  make 
the  small  figure  an  extension  of 
him  or  herself.  It  requires  the 
rhythm  and  motion  of  a  dance. 

Although  he  says  that  there 
are  still  many  puppet  troupes 
outside  of  the  city  on  Taiwan,  he 
notes  that  Taipei  now  has  only 
two  troupes  left.  Other  forms  of 
entertainment  -  such  as  film  and 
TV  -  are  apparently  taking  their 
toll  on  the  popularity  of  pup- 
peteering  in  the  city.  In  the 
countryside,  however,  puppets 
continue  to  be  an  important 
form  of  entertainment. 

In  addition  to  training  young 
people  on  Taiwan,  Li  has  also 
trained  puppeteers  from  around 
the  world,  including  Margaret 
Moody  of  Arlington,  who  served 
as  Li’s  translator  at  the  MFA 
Wednesday  night  and  who  now 
has  her  own  puppet  theater,  the 
Galapagos  Puppet  Theater,  in 
the  Boston  area. 

The  hand  puppetry  practiced 
by  Li  originated  in  China’s 


INFORMATION  SPECIALIST 
The  Boston  Healthy  Start  Initiative  is  seeking  an  Information 
Specialist  to  provide  information  and  referrals  through  a  1-800 
telephone  line.  The  successful  candidate  will  possess  the  ability 
to  handle  several  tasks  simultaneously;  provide  accurate 
information  to  callers  in  a  professional  manner,  work 
effectively  within  a  culturally  and  linguistically  diverse 
atmosphere;  and  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  communities 
within  the  Greater  Boston  Area.  Send  resume  to:  The  Boston 
Healthy  Start  Initiative,  1010  Massachusetts  Ave.,  2nd  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02118. 


Fukien  province.  It  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  Taiwan  by  puppet 
master  Chen  Po  during  the  Qing 
Dynasty  from  1875  to  1908.  It 
was  Chen  who  accepted  Li’s 
father  as  a  pupil.  On  mainland 
China,  Li  notes  that  puppetry 
was  outlawed  during  the  Cul¬ 
tural  Revolution  (1966-1976) 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  skill 
of  the  puppeteers  suffered. 

Now  the  government  has 
again  allowed  artists  to  revive 
many  of  the  ancient  stories  and 
traditions.  In  his  own  travels  in 
China,  Li  says  he  found  that  the 
Taiwan  puppeteers  had  much  to 
teach  their  mainland  counter¬ 
parts.  He  says  he  is  also  worried 
about  the  mainland  people’s  cur¬ 
rent  preoccupation  with  making 
money,  fearing  that  traditional 
Chinese  arts  and  culture  are 
being  lost  or  left  undeveloped. 

At  the  MFA  last  week  the 
troupe  performed  "A  Chance 
Encounter  Leads  to  Marriage" 
and  "Raiding  the  Crystal  Palace,” 
which  was  drawn  from  China’s 
great  classic  "Journey  to  the 


West."  Sun  Wu-kung  -  the 
monkey  king  -  the  Turtle  Cham¬ 
berlain,  the  Dragon  King,  the  Ox 
King,  tigers  and  fish,  sky  and 
clouds  all  made  an  appearance 
on  the  elaborate  red  and  gold 
stage. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  skill  of 
the  puppeteers  it’s  necessary  to 
be  fairly  close  to  the  stage.  From 
a  distance  it’sdifficult  to  see 
clearly  the  subtle  movements  of 
the  characters  and  the  skill  in¬ 
volved  in  bringing  them  to  life, 
whether  in  the  martial  arts  se¬ 
quences  or  in  simple  everyday 
movements.  It  was  clear  from  the 
performance  that  puppetry  is 
similar  to  dance,  only  it’s  the 
hand  that  does  the  dancing.  With 
its  humorous  stories,  colorful 
characters,  and  dramatic  en¬ 
counters,  it’s  easy  to  see  why 
puppets  have  captivated  people 
in  China  for  hundreds  of  years.  It 
would  be  unfortunate  if 
electronic  media  and  film  end  up 
diminishing  its  value. 

-R.O. 


Puppeteer  Lin  Chin-lien  backstage  at  the  MFA ’s  I  Wan  Jan  Puppet  Theater 
performance  last  week. 


Note:  An  article  in  the  Dec.  3 
issue  of  the  Sampan  titled  "Civil 
Rights  a  Pressing  Issue  for 
Asians,"  by  Victoria  Jen  and 
David  Wong,  was  provided  cour¬ 
tesy  of  "Asian  Perspective,"  a 
volunteer-run,  non-profit 
newsletter  on  Asian  topics  pub¬ 
lished  in  Boston.  Additional  ar¬ 
ticles  provided  by  the  newsletter 
may  appear  in  future  issues  of 
the  Sampan. 


Bookkeeper/Office  Assistant 

Non-profit  housing  development  corporation  seeks  energetic, 
detail-oriented  person  to  provide  primary  office  support  for  9 
person  staff.  Duties  include  A/P  and  A/R  processing;  payroll; 
general  ledger;  database  entry';  light  word  processing; 
answering  phones  and  administrative  support.  Must  have 
computerized  bookkeeping  experience;  excellent 
organizational  and  interpersonal  skills;  IBM  experience  incl. 
Paradox,  Lotus  and  WordPerfect.  CEDAC  is  an  AA/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer,  committed  to  promoting  diversity  in 
our  work  place.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to  Director  of 
Admin,  and  Finance,  CEDAC,  19  Temple  PI.  Suite  200, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Assistant  Cooperative 
Education  Coordinator 

Responsible  for  the  interviewing,  counseling  and  placement  of  Journalism 
undergraduate  students  participating  in  the  Cooperative  Education  Program,  a  plan 
of  education  wherein  students  alternate  periods  of  academic  study  with  periods  of 
work  experience  related  to  their  career  interests.  Develop  appropriate  cooperative 
education  positions  for  students  with  participating  employers.  Promote  and  present 
concepts  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  cooperative  education  to  employers  and 
students.  Help  insure  maximum  integration  of  the  cooperative  education  and 
classroom  experience  This  is  a  non  tenure  track,  renewable  faculty  position.  Master’s 
degree  required,  either  in  Journalism  (preferred)  or  in  related  area  with  strong 
knowledge  of  Journalism  field.  Minimum  of  three  years  of  professional  work  ex¬ 
perience  in  Journalism.  Excellent  written  and  oral  communication  skills  and 
available  personal  transportation.  Submit  resume  and  letters  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  Dr.  Robert  E.  Vozzella,  Dean,  Department  of  Cooperative  Education, 
Northeastern  University,  360  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
Deadline:  December  31,  1993.  Northeastern  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Aflfirmative 
Action,  Title  IX  University. 

Rj  Northeastern  University 


Bookkeeper/Office  Assistant 

Non-profit  housing  development  corporation  seeks  energetic, 
detail-oriented  person  to  provide  primary  office  support  for  9 
person  staff.  Duties  include  A/P  and  A/R  processing;  payroll; 
general  ledger;  database  entry;  light  word  processing; 
answering  phones  and  administrative  support.  Must  liave 
computerized  bookkeeping  experience;  excellent 
organizational  and  interpersonal  skills;  IBM  experience  incl. 
Paradox,  Lotus  and  WordPerfect.  CEDAC  is  an  AA/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer,  committed  to  promoting  diversity  in 
our  work  place.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to  Director  of 
Admin,  and  Finance,  CEDAC,  19  Temple  PI.  Suite  200, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1. 


BROOKLINE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

F/T  Grade  2  Teacher,  immediate 
vacancy. 

F/T  Elementary  SPED  Resource 
Teadier,  Feb  -  June. 

P/T  Elementary  LD  Specialist, 
March  -  June.  Must  be  certified  and 
experienced. 

Hourly  instructional  Aids  for  SPED 
student  with  neurological ly  based 
behavior  disorder.  Experience 
required. 

Please  send  cover  letter,  resume 
and  references  to:  Christopher  H. 
Maries,  Director  of  Personnel, 

333  Washington  Street, 

Brookline,  MA  02146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 
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Calendar/Shori 


Dec.  17, 1993 


Mayor  Thomas  Menino  at  the  lighting  of  the  Chinatown  Christmas  tree  last 
week. 


CALENDAR 

Seven  Women  Artists  Exhibit 
at  the  Asian  American  Bank: 

Through  Dec.  29,  in  the  front 
offices  of  the  Asian  American 
Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  1 7  Kneeland 
St.,  Boston;  hours  are  Mon.  to 
Fri.  9  am  to  4:30  pm  and  Satur¬ 
days  from  9  am  to  noon.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  The  show  is  crated  by 
the  Asian  American  Artists  As¬ 
sociation  and  includes  work  by 
Sanasia  Yee,  Yasuko,  Elaine 
Yoneoka,  Valerie  Jayne, 
Sachiko  Beck,  Lei-Sanne  Doo, 
and  Sachiko  Furui. 

Installations  by  Y.  David 
Chung:  "Turtle  Boat  Head,"  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  465 
Huntington  Ave.,  Boston.  As 
part  of  a  larger  exhibit  entitled: 
"In  and  Out  of  Place:  Contem¬ 
porary  Art  and  the  American  So¬ 
cial  Landscape."  Chung  draws  on 
his  family’s  Korean  American 
experience  as  proprietors  of 
inner-city  convenience  stores  to 
examine  cultures  often  known  to 
the  general  public  only  through 
news  reports.  Museum  Admis¬ 


sion:  S7;  $6  students  &  elders; 
S3.50  children  ages  6-17. 

Pan  Asian  Repertory 
Theatre:  "Cambodia  Agonistes," 
Feb.  11  and  12,  1994,  at  the 
Emerson  Majestic  Theatre,  219 
Tremont  St.,  Boston.  The  award¬ 
winning  New  York-based  Pan 
Asian  Repertory  Theatre  brings 


its  acclaimed  "Cambodia 
Agonistes"  to  Boston  as  part  of 
an  East  Coast  tour.  As  timely 
now  as  ever,  "Cambodia  Agonis¬ 
tes"  employs  song,  poetry, 
projected  images,  and  classical 
Southeast  Asian  dance  to  tell  the 
epic  tale  of  a  Cambodian 
dancer’s  spiritual  journey  from 


the  Kampuchean  holocaust  to 
healing  and  a  new  life  in 
America.  Tickets:  S24,  $21  & 
Si 5.  For  tickets  call:  617-578- 
8785.  Special  Benefit  Perfor¬ 
mance  for  the  Asian  Shelter  and 
Advocacy  Project:  Sat.,  Feb.  12. 
Reserved  seating  in  the  or¬ 
chestra  section  plus  post-perfor¬ 
mance  reception  with  the  cast  & 
director.  Tickets:  $35.  Call  Car¬ 
men  Chan  at  739-6696. 

Free  Prevocational  Skills 
Training  Program  at  the  Asian 
American  Civic  Association:  The 
20-week  program  includes:  high 
level  ESL;  Cultural  and  employ¬ 
ment  exploration;  interviewing 
techniques  and  job-finding 
skills;  introduction  to  computers 
and  keyboarding;  and  math  and 
problem-solving  skills.  Classes 
will  begin  on  Jan.  16, 1994.  Infor¬ 
mation  sessions:  on  Mondays, 
Dec.  27  &  Jan.  3  at  9:30  pm.  To 
register,  call  Angela  Yu  at  426- 
9492  or  come  to  AACA  at  90 
Tyler  St.,  Boston,  to  fill  out  an 
aDDlication. 

LINCS  Project:  The  Allston- 
Brighton  Healthy  Boston  Coali- 


BOOKKEEPER  &  ADMIN.  ASST. 

Oxfam  America,  a  non-profit  int'l  development  agency,  seeks 
full-time  General  Ledger  Bookkeeper/Administrative  Assistant. 
Requires  min.  3  yrs.  exper.  as  full-charge  bookkeeper  &  with 
payroll,  db/wp  skills  &  solid  accounting  bdgrnd.  to  apply,  send 
letter  &  resume  by  12/24/93  to:  OA,  Recruitment  Committee  - 
GLB,  26  West  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111-1206.  Affirmative 
Action/EOE. 


On  December  16,  1993,  Metropolitan  Boston  Housing  Partnership,  Inc. 
(MBHP)  will  begin  accepting  applications  for  the  Section  8  Rental 
Assistance  Program  from  THREE  BEDROOM  AND  LARGER 
households  who  are  in  one  of  the  following  situations:  The  household  is 
homeless,  through  no  fault  of  the  household,  and  living  in  a  temporary 
placement  in  a  hotel,  motel  or  shelter  or  is  without  temporary  shelter;  or 
the  household  is  in  imminent  danger  of  becoming  homeless  through  no 
fault  of  their  own.  In  all  circumstances,  additional  standards  may 
apply  and  appropriate  documentation  will  be  required.  You  must 
also  meet  Section  8  income  guidelines  as  described  below: 

3  persons  -  $23,050  6  persons  -  $29,700 

4  persons  -  $25,600  7  persons  -  $3 1 ,750 

5  persons  -  $27,650 

How  to  apply  if  you  meet  the  above  criteria:  You  may  call,  visit  our  office  or 
send  your  name  and  address  to  the  following  location  and  an  application  will 
be  sent  to  you:  MBHP,  569  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02118; 
(617)  859-0400. No  person  will  be  excluded  from  participation  in,  or 
denied  the  benefits  of  the  program  because  of  race,  creed,  national  origin  or 
membership  in  any  class. 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity, 


NEW  MANAGEMENT 


EASTERN  LIVE 
POULTRY 


48  BEACH  STREET 
426-5960 


OWNED  BY 
SAME  FAMILY 
SINCE  1900 


BELLINGHAM  AND  UPTON 

We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  minority  waiting  list  for  1 . 
2,  3  and  4  bedroom  apartments.  MHFA  (13A)  low  and  moderate  in¬ 
come  development.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting,  heat  and  hot  water  includ¬ 
ed.  Some  balconies  and  dishwashers.  Call  508-966-2460 


Graphic  Designer 


Will  design,  or  assist  in  design  work  on,  a  wide  variety  of  projects,  with  duties 
ranging  from  developing  concepts  to  overseeing  press  runs.  BFA  in  graphic 
design  or  equivalent  required.  Also  required:  substantial  familiarity  with  profes¬ 
sional  graphic  design  principles,  and  with  typography,  printing,  production, 
photography,  and  computer  uses  in  design,  particularly  with  Macintosh  software 
including  QuarkXPress,  Aldus  Freehand  or  Illustrator,  and  Adobe  Photoshop; 
significant  professional  graphic  design  experience;  exceptional  capacity  for 
solving  visual  communication  problems  of  academic  institutions  and  for  success¬ 
ful  working  relationships;  ability  to  handle  major  and  minor  projects  (from  catalogs 
and  posters  to  invitations),  to  handle  several  projects  simultaneously,  and  to 
maintain  effectiveness  under  pressure.  Position  available  2/94.  Salary  to  $30,000 
depending  upon  experience  and  qualifications. 


Send  letter  stating  qualifications,  resume,  and  names,  titles,  and  phone 
numbers  of  three  references  (at  least  one  not  a  current  employer)  by 
January  10, 1994,  to:  Designer  Search,  Publications  Office,  University  of 
Massachusetts  Boston,  100  Morrissey  Blvd.,  Boston,  MA  02125-3393.  An 
Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Opportunity,  Title  IX  employer. 


WALTHAM  -  Well  established 
Hallmark  Card  &  gift  business.  Prime 
4000  Sq.  f.  location,  exclusive 
collectable  gift  licenses,  serious 
inquires  only.  Please  call  Carmela  at 
(617)  894-2567. 


ENGINEER 

Fuss  &  O'Neill,  Inc.,  a  160  person  CiviL/Environmental 
Engineering  firm  which  has  provided  professional  services  for 
more  than  60  years,  is  seeking  the  following  Engineers  for  it's 
growing  Longmeadow  office. 

HIGHWAY//ROADWAY  DESIGNER 

5-10  years  experience  in  the  design  of  roads  and  highways. 
Familiarity  with  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  standards 
and  procedures  desirable.  P.E.  Registration  required. 

TRAFFIC  ENGINEER 

5-10  years  experience  in  the  design  of  signalization  and 
preparation  of  traffic  impact  studies  for  the  Massachusetts 
Highway  Department.  P.E.  Registration  required. 

Please  send  resume  to:  Stuart  J.  Bcckerman,  P.E.,  Fuss  & 
O'Neill,  inc.  1200  Converse  street,  Longmeadow,  MA  01106. 

EOE/M/F. 


tion  is  looking  for  neighborhood 
residents  to  participate  in  our 
new  LINCS  project.  LINCS 
(Leadership  to  Improve  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Communication  and 
Services)  is  a  project  to  build 
stronger  connections  between 
AJlston-Brighton  residents  and 
local  health  and  service 
providers,  participants  will  learn 
advanced  English  skills,  out¬ 
reach  skills,  and  info  about  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  neighborhood.  Their 
skills  will  be  used  to  conduct  out¬ 
reach  projects  in  their  own  com¬ 
munities.  participants  must  live 
in  Allston  or  Brighton.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  run  12  hours  per  week 
for  8  months,  starting  in  January. 
For  info,  call  Annie  Fischer  at 
782-3886. 

Poster  Contests:  Chinatown 
Against  Drugs  will  hold  a  poster 
contest.  Participants  should 
answer  the  question:  "How  can 
we  protect  ourselves  from  the 
drugs  in  this  world?  by  creating  a 
poster  on  a  regular  sized  sheet  of 
paper  using  crayons,  markers, 
paints,  and  your  imagination. 
Submit  drawings  to:  CAD  Poster 
Contest,  S.C.C.H.C.  C/O  Denise 
La^,  885  Washington  Street, 
Boston,  MA021 1 1.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded  for  the  best  drawings. 

SHORT  NEWS 

Hate  Crime  in  Fall  River 

On  August  14,  1992,  Sam 
Nang  Nhem,  a  21-year-old  Cam¬ 
bodian  male  and  his  friend, 
Sophy  Soeung,  were  attacked  by 
a  group  of  white  men  in  the  Wat- 
tupa  Heights  Housing  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Fall  River  in  a  racially 
motivated  incident.  Sam  Nhem 
died  two  days  later  of  massive 
blood  loss  and  severe  brain 
damage.  Mr.  Nhem’s  parents 
were  Cambodian  refugees  who 
fled  their  war-torn  country  with 
their  children  in  1984  to  find 
peace  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Nhem  leaves  behind  a  four- 
month  old  son  and  his  fiance. 
Shortly  after  the  incident,  Sam 
Nhem’s  family  car,  which  was 
parked  in  the  housing  develop¬ 
ment,  was  firebomb. 

To  date,  only  one  individual, 
Robert  Latour,  has  been  charged 
with  the  killing  of  Sam  Nhem. 
Mr.  Latour  had  been  previously 
banned  from  the  Housing 
Development.  A  grand  jury  Nov. 
30  rendered  an  indictment 
against  Mr.  Latour  for  murder 
and  two  counts  of  assault  and 
battery/hate  crimes. 

Two  individuals  have  been 
charged  with  the  beating  of 
Sophy  Soeung.  They  are  a 
juvenile  who  lives  in  the  housing 
development  whose  case  has  not 
yet  been  scheduled  for  a  hearing, 
and  Joseph  Barboza,  whose  ease 
is  scheduled  for  Dec.  14, 1993  in 
Fall  River  District  Court. 

"The  indictment  sends  a 
strong  signal  that  the  life  of  a 
Cambodian  is  not  cheap.  Justice 
will  not  be  served  until  all  per¬ 
sons  responsible  for  the  killing  of 
Sam  Nhem  are  arrested  and 
prosecuted  to  the  fullest  extent 
under  the  law,"  stated  Elizabeth 
R.  OuYang,  a  New  York-based 
regional  attorney  of  the  National 
Asian  Pacific  American  Legal 
Consortium,  an  organization 
monitoring  the  investigation  and 
prosecution  of  the  case. 

-by  The  Asian  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund 
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ThePrudential 

80  Boylston  Street,  Suite#  102 
Boston,  MA  02116 


e  »  6 
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ThePrudential 


The  Prudential  Insurance  &  Financial  Services 
80  Boylston  Street,  Suite  #102 
Boston,  MA  02116 

(comer  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  St.,  next  to  US  Trust) 
Phone:  (617)  338-0220  Fax  :  (617)  426-6550 
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FAIRWEATHER 
APARTMENTS 
ELDERLY  COMPLEX 

WMMM 

LOCATIONS:  *  Peabody  *  Danvers 

*  Salem  *  Beverly 

tlu^Tx 

Come  to  the  North  Shore.  Privately  owned  &  subsidized 
building  with  maintenance  staff  avail.  24  hours.  Wonder¬ 
ful  neighbors,  off  street  parking,  activities  for  all. 

Jtft  :  44  KNEEL  AND 
ST . 2/F . 

Please  call  Cindy,  Mon.  —  Fri.,  8:30  -  4:00 

508-744-7835 

iSsf  TDD  1-800-545-1833  x  132 

OPPORTUNITY 

4H5TW9f-^^l— « 
-S.-®  :  ■£& 

617-  268-  4618 

##  - 

«fi  •  ms 

WEDDING 
DDDTOGDADtiy 
VICE©  PIPCDDCTICN 
TEL:  277- €€33 
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he  old  bank 


BROOKLINE 
SAVINGS  BANK 


730-3500  Member  FDC/Dtf 


will  new  kioas 


Brootllne  V*oge  •  Coofcdge  Comer 

Souh  Brookline  •  Longwood  •  Washington  Square 


Equal  Housing  lender 


tSr 


ELDERLY  HOUSING 

Professionally  landscaped  i  &  2— bedroom  apt. 
Privately  owned  housing  for  people  with  fixed 
incomes.  Special  features  include,  off-street 
parking,  closed  circuit  TV,  intercom  system, 
recreation  room,  on-going  resident  functions, 
and  air-conditioning.  Conviniently  located  to 
shopping  and  transportation.  For  more  info, 
or  a  personal  tour,  call  Cheryl  at  617- 
592-1246.  TDD#  1-800-545-1833  x  131 
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Chestnut  Gardens  Apartments 
Lynn,  MA 

An  MB  Residential  Community 
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JOSEPH  T.  CEFALO  MEMORIAL 
COMPLEX 

246  WEST  WYOMING  AVENUE,  MELROSE,  MA  02176 
(617)  662-0223 
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Shawmut  Bank 


*  *>  ft  ft  ft  £. 


•Mr<*i*'A*]rt.i  f==j 


#r*  *<+***  X*i° 


# 

m  ft 

m 

ffi 

tt 

« 

tt 

tt 

m 

tt 

^  m 

in 

— . 

— 1 

Tt 

ft 

3ff 

• 

— 

a  #  © 

H 

# 

ft 

tt 

St 

M 

A 

f& 

ft 

m  ‘ 

■  tt 

# 

tt 

;L' 

■— 

i£ 

9 

m 

W 

m 

B5 

65 

m 

■— 

tt 

tt 

ft 

A 

a 

to 

A 

m 

ft 

-*) 

9 

9 

tt 

IE 

m 

o 

m 

5. 

S5 

w 

65 

65 

ft 

± 

m 

w 

ft 

r1 

re 

a 

ft 

15 

tt 

m 

m 

m 

w 

9 

tt 

o 

< 

Q- 

w 

►Tf* 

n 

g 

m 

! 

m 

m 

65 

S3 

■— 

re 

”5' 

« 

B 

a 

ft 

m 

tt 

ft 

65 

* 

"T3 

ft 

o 

*5 

9 

m 

A 

it 

o 

5* 

65 

m 

ft 

% 

«F 

SI 

in 

C/3 

CO 

¥ 

IE 

tt 

£ 

it 

IS 

tt 

m 

tt 

tt 

m 

JR 

't> 

§h 

m 

to 

— . 

m 

tt 

m 

tt 

tt 

o 

ft 

tt 

£ 

JS 

tt 

&mz0t 


m> mm®*] 


ORIENTAL  FASHIONS, 
IMPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 
RUNG  FU  &  KARATE  EQUIPMENT, 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
10:00  AM  TO  6:00  PM 


SILKY  WAY  /  CHINESE  AMERICAN  CO.,  INC. 

44  KNEELAND  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02111 
TEL:  (617)  461-6719  FAX  (617)  461-2318 


NOW  HIRING 

Metiife,  a  national  insurance  and  financial 
services  firm,  is  planning  to  add  three 
individuals  to  specialized  in  business  & 
personal  financial  services.  Person  selected 
could  expect  3-1/2  yrs.  formal  training  7 
development  administered  by  a  professional 
staff.  Complete  fringe  benefits  and  income 
between  $40K  &  75K  during  training,  based 
on  commission  and  training  bonus.  Virtually 
unlimited  thereafter.  Applicants  should  have 
background  in  business,  education  or  sales  and 
be  a  hard  worker.  To  arrange  a  confidential 
interview,  please  call  mr.  Leo  Tam  at  (617) 
451-0912  or  send  resume  to: 

Mr.  Sam  Wong 
Metropolitan  Life 
65  Harrison  ave.  Rm.  401 
Boston  MA02111 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments — and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick. . . 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(598)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street, 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 

(508)470-2611 

30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508)927-2055 
TozerRd.,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza.  Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery.  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617)  545-2233 

65  North  River  Road.  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(617)749-8677 
86  Central  Street.  Hingham 

McNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)783-5490 

210  Everett  Street.  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
(508(872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
1  Canton  Road.  Quincy 

RIVER  VIEW  COMMONS 

(508)685-0552 

Bulfinch  Drive.  Andover 


Open  Daily 
No  pets  please 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMRVNY 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 

(617)233-8477 

63  Newhall  Avenue.  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 

COMMONS 

(508)845-1161 

Route  9.  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(617)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 
(508)852-0060 

161  W  Mountain  Street, 
Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street.  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)  335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 . 
Weymouth 

Equal 
Housing 
Opportunity 


6-  & 


i&  M 


— L-.  |o 

BBSssrem-r-rji 


ft  is  it 


OMetUfe 

+  401  £ 

:  (617)  451-0912  (  617  )  764-4417 


115  Chmmcy  SL,  Barton 

$  5  2  5  mm 

$  5  9  5 

30-^2  :  AMM 


^i&aiiiwiiM-ira 


FREE 


A.RPAK: 


*Community  Health  providers  Discuss  NEMC 
*Christmas  in  the  Asian  Community 
*Sampan  Interview:  Bet  Key  Wong 

See  these  stories  and  more  in  the  English  section 
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THE  SAMPAN 

AA.CA. 

90  Tyler  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 


NON-PROFIT  ORG. 
US  POSTAGE  PAID 
PERMIT  NO.  54358 
BOSTON,  MA 


